POOR-LAW  MEDICAL  OFFICERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

LAWS, 
LIST  OF  OFFICERS 

'   'Vkjli   the    YEAU  1870-71, 

AND  OF 

THE    HONORARY  MEMBERS 
AND  MEMBERS: 

TO  "WHICH  IS  ADDER 

A  REPORT 

OP  THK 

Snmiai  f).fftin0  anir  giniixr, 

HELD  AT  THE 

0^  WEDNESDAY,  JULY  ISth,  1870. 


The  Council  having  resolved  to  send  this  Report  to  all  the 
Poor- Law  Medical  Officers  in  England  and  Wales,  nearly  4,000 
in  number,  hope  that  the  result  of  the  heavy  expenditure  thereby 
incurred  will  be  a  large  addition  to  the  number  of  Members  ; 
and  the  best  ground  for  this  hope  must  be  the  admitted  success 
of  the  Association-work  heretofore— much  of  which  is  fully 
set  forth  in  the  following  pages,  more  particularly  in  the  Report 
of  the  Council. 

The  Council  have  again  printed  the  List  of  Members,  but 
in  an  altered  form,  so  that  every  Member  may  see  at  a  glance 
the  names  of  those  Medical  Officers  in  ^Vc  several  Unions  who 
have  already  joined  the  Association,  ai^c.>  uln  "^be  in  a  position 
to  invite  the  accession  of  friends  and  colleagues. 

The  Council  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  6th  Sept.,  the  Pre- 
sident in  the  chair,  appointed  Mr.  J.  Wickham  Barnes  and 
Dr.  Montague  Thomas,  Honorary  Secretaries  of  the  Association. 
At  the  same  time  the  following  resolution  was  moved,  seconded, 
and  carried  unanimously,  viz.  :  "  That  Dr.  Dudfield's  resignation 
be  accepted  with  great  regret ;  and  that  the  best  thanks  of  the 
Council  be  tendered  to  him  for  the  able  and  willing  services 
Which  he  has,  at  all  times,  rendered  to  the  Association ;  and  also 
for  the  invariable  courtesy  and  kindness  which  characterised 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Honorary  Secretary  for  the  past 
four  years." 

The  subscription  for  the  year  1870-1,  now  due  (five  shillings), 
should  be  paid  to  Dr.  CiiARLJiS  Welch,  377,  Hackney  Road, 
London,  E.,  either  in  Postage  Stamps  or  by  Post  Office  Order, 
payable  at  Hackney  Road. 

1^  The  next  General  Meeting  of  the  Association  will  be 
held  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Great  Queen  Street,  Lincoln's 
lun  Eields,  on  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  November,  at  7.30  p.m. 

October,  1870. 


3 


OFFICERS    FOll  1870-1. 


President. 

JOSEPH  liOGEli8,  M.D.,  33,  Dean  Street,  Suho,  W. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Meirojjoliian. 


ROBERT  FOWLER,  M.D. 
EDWARD  JONES,  M.D. 


G.  E.  NICHOLAS,  M.D. 
JOHN  NORTON,  M.R.C.S. 


Provincial. 
A.  T.  BRETT,  M.D.,  Watford,  Herts. 
J.  ST.  THOS.  CLARKE,  M.B,,  Leicester. 
H.  J.  D.  MATHEWS,  M.R.C.S.,  Horsham,  Sussex. 
ALFRED  SHEEN,  M.D.,  Carditl'. 

Council. 

Metropolitan  Members. 

BRNSON  BAKER,  M.R.C.S.  J.  G.  MACKINLAY,  M.D. 

THOMAS  BOND,  M.D.  ,  EDWARD  BINDER,  L.R.C.P. 

P.  L.  BURCHELL,  M.D.  |  C.  C.  RICHARDS,  M.D. 

JOHN  DIXON,  M.D.  |  SEPTIMUS  SWYER,  L.R.C.P. 

FRANCIS  GODRICH,  M.R.C.S.  ,  JOHN  VINALL^  F.R.C.S. 

T.  K.  KING,  M.D.  CHARLES  WELCH,  L.R.C.P. 

Provincial  Members. 
J.  H.  BOUGHTON,  M.R.C.S.,  Tewkesbury,  Gloucester. 
JOHN  BRIDGER,  M.R.C.S.,  Cottcnhain,  Cambs. 

L.  0.  FOX,  M.D.,  Broughton,  Hants. 
RICHARD  GRIMBLY,  M.R.C.S.,  Banbury,  Oxou. 

W.  R.  GROVE,  M.D.,  St.  Ives,  Hunts. 
WILLIAM  PROWSE,  M.R.C.S.,  Araersham,  Bucks. 
J.  E.  SMITH,  M.R.C.S.,  Hay,  Brecon. 
A.  STEDMx\.N,  M.R.C.S.,  Great  Bookham,  Leathcrhead,  Surrey. 
G.  S.  SYMONS,  M.R.C.S.,  Ledbury,  Herefordshire. 

G.  F.  B.  WILLING,  L.R.C.P.,  Great  Wakering,  Essex. 

JOHN  WOODHOUSE,  M.D.,  Hertford. 
WILLIAM  WOODWARD,  M.D.,  Worcester. 

Honorary  Treasurer, 

C.  M.  FROST,  F.R.C.S.,  47,  Ladbroke  Sciuarc,  Bayswaler,  W. 

Honorary  Secretaries. 

J.  WICKHAM  BARNES,  F.R.C.S.,  12G,  Gowcr  Street,  \W.V. 
MONTAGUE  THOMAS,  M.D.,  G9,  High  Street,  Marylebone,  W. 

Auditors. 

H.  W.  LILLY,  M.R.C.S.     |     B.  BAKER,  M.R.C.S. 
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Honorary  Local  Secretaries, 
Anglesey— J.  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  Hay  Brecon. 

Bedfordshire-K.  S.  Stedman,  Esq.,  Sharnbrook  ;   A.  Evershed,  Esq., 
Ampthill. 

Berkshire— F.  E.  Ryott,  Esq.,  Newbury  ;  Dr.  Major,  Hungerford. 
Brecon— J.  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  Hay. 
Bucks— W.  Prowse,  Esq.,  Amersham. 
Cambridgeshire— J.  Bridger,  Esci.,  Cottenham. 
Cardigan— J.  L.  Thomas,  Esq.,  St.  Clears,  Carmarthen. 
Carmarthen  -J.  L.  Thomas,  Esq.,  St.  Clears. 
Carnarvon— J.  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  Hay,  Brecon. 
Chester— J.  Blackshaw,  Esq.,  Stockpcrt. 

Cornwall-G.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Plymouth ;  T.  Mudge,  Esq.,  Bodmin. 
Cumberland— Dr.  Dodgson,  Cockermouth. 
Denbigh— W.  Jones,  Esq.,  Euabon. 

Derbyshire— E.  M.  Wrench,  Esq.,  Chesterfield  ;  J.  Court,  Esq.,  Stavely. 
Devonshire- Stonard  Edye,  Esq.,  Exeter  ;  C.  Brown,  Esq.,  Chcriton,  Fitz- 

paine,  Crediton. 
Dorsetshire— W.  H.  R.  Bennett,  Esq.,  Shaftesbury. 
Durham— Dr.  Jackson,  Great  Usworth. 

Essex-Henry  Stear,  Esq.,  Saffron  Waldcn  ;  G.  F^B  Willu>g,  E«i.,  Great 
Wakering;  J.  H.  Salter,  Esq.,  Tolleshunt  D'Arcy  ;  1.  Taylor,  Esq., 
Booking. 

Flint— R.  Davies,  Esq.,  Llanfair,  Talhaiarn,  Abergele. 
Glamorganshire— Dr.  Sheen,  Cardiff ;  John  Russell,  Esq.,  Neath. 
Gloucester— J.  H.  Boughtou,  Esq.,  Tewkesbury. 

Hampshire— Dr.  Griffin,  Southampton  ;  Dr.  Leachman,  Petersfield  ;  Dr. 

Woods,  Liphook  ;  Dr.  Pike,  Wcyhill. 
Hereford— R.  Thomason,  Esq.,  Hereford  ;  G.  S.  Symmons,  Esq.,  Ledbury. 
Hertfordshire— Dr.  Brett,  Watford;  Dr.  Woodhousc,  Hertford. 
■  Hunts— Dr.  Groves,  St.  Ives. 
Kent— Jesse  Newington,  Esq.,  Tenterden. 
Lancaster— Dr.  Ingle,  Pendleton,  Manchester. 
Leicester- J.  St.  Thos.  Clarke,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Leicester. 

Lincolnshirc-H.  Branthwaite,  Esq.,  lleighington  ;  Dr.  Mackindcr,  Gains* 

borough ;  Dr.  Mackintosh,  Caistor. 
Merioneth  -Dr.  E.  Jones,  Penbryn  Terrace,  Dolgelly. 
Middlesex— J.  Wookey,  Esq.,  Potter's  Bar. 
Monmouthshire— Dr.  Williams,  Trosnant  Lodge,  Pontypool. 
Montgomery— B.  0.  Williams,  Esq.,  Llanfyllyn,  Oswestry. 
Norfolk— J.  Cooper,  Esq.,  Cromer. 

Nortahmptonshire— Henry  Terry,  Esq.,  jun.,  Northampton. 
Northnmberland— Dr.  Rcid,  Ncwbiggin-by-Sca. 
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Nottinghamshire — Dr.  Wright,  Newark-upon  -Trent. 

Oxfordshire— R.  Grimbly,  Esq.,  Banbury;  P.  W.  Parsons,  Esq.,  Islip. 

Pembroke — G,  Chater,  Esq.,  Tenby. 

Radnor — J.  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  Hay,  Brecon. 

Rutland — Dr.  Morris,  East  Bridgford,  Notts. 

Shropshire — R.  Wilding,  Esq.,  Church  Stretton. 

Somersetshire — Dr.  Luce,  Glastonbury. 

Staffordshire — John  Manley,  Esq.,  West  Bromwicli. 

Suffolk— R.  V.  Gorham,  Esq.,  Yoxford. 

Surrey — Dr.  Nicholas,  Wandsworth;  E.  Child,Esq.,  New  Maiden;  A. 
Stedman,  Esq.,  Great  Bookham,  Leatherhead, 

Sussex — H.  J.  D.  Matthews.  Esq.,  Horsham. 

Warwickshire — D.  Torrance,  Esq.,  Rugby. 

Westmoreland — R.  Harrison,  Esq.,  Ambleside. 

Wiltshire — Dr.  Carter,  Pewsey. 

Worcestershire — Dr.  Smith,  Pershore ;  Dr.  Woodward,  Worcester;  Dr. 
Waters,  Ombersley,  Droitwich. 

I East  Riding. — Dr.  Angus  Macmillan,  Hull. 
North  Riding — Dr.  Yeoman,  Whitby. 
West  Riding- F.  S.  Garlick,  Esq.,  Halifax ;  Dr.  Griffiths,  Sheffield  ; 
V       F.  Holmes,  Esq.,  Burmantofts  Street,  Leeds. 


Jt^"  When  more  than  one  honorary  secretary  is  appointed  for  any 
county,  the  gentlemen  so  acting  are  requested  to  make  such  arrangements 
with  reference  to  the  several  unions  of  which  they  will  respectively  take 
charge,  as  may  appear  to  them  most  desirable. 

Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the- President,  or  to  either  of  the 
Metropolitan  Honorary  Secretaries, 

Subscriptions  to  be  paid,  either  in  Stamps  or  by  Post  Office  Order  (pay- 
able at  Hackney  Road,  E.)  to  Dr.  Charles  Welch,  .377,  Hackney  Road, 
Loudon,  E. 


August,  1870. 


OF  THE 


POOR-LAW  MEDICAL  OFFICERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


TITLE. 

1.  — The  Association  shall  be  called  "  The  PooI^-LA^v  Me- 
DiCAL  Officers'  Association." 

OBJECTS. 

2.  — The  objects  of  the  Association  shall  be  :— 

(1)  To  obtain  life  appointments  for  all  Poor  Law-Medical 
Officers,  and  entire,  instead  of  partial,  payment  of  salaries 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund ;  and  thus  to  secure,  at  once,  due 
recognition  of  their  position  as  public  servants,  and  greater 
freedom  and  independence  of  action. 

(2)  To  provide  a  basis  for  consultation  and  united  action 
in  all  cases  of  difficulty  arising  out  of  the  nature  and  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties.  _  t    i  rvo^ 

(3)  To  obtain  adequate  remuneration  tor  Medical  umcers ; 
if  possible,  upon  an  uniform  basis. 

(4)  To  obtain  the  same  payment  for  operations  m  the 
workhouses  as  in  districts,  and  an  extension  of  the  list  of 
operations  for  which  extra  fees  are  paid. 

(5)  To  obtain  Superannuation  allowances  for  the  Medical 

Officers. 

(6)  To  obtain  an  authoritative  decision  upon  questions 
relating  to  duties  and  extra  medical  fees. 

(7)  To  obtain  for  Medical  Officers  the  responsible  control 
of  all  midwifery  cases.  ^  _ 

(8)  To  obtain  from  the  local  authorities  the  provision 
of  all  medicines  and  appliances  prescribed  for  the  sick  poor, 
and  the  employment  and  payment  by  the  same  of  quaUfied 
dispensers,  where  practicable.  ,r  ^  i 

(9)  Generally,  to  raise  the  status  of  the  Medical  Officers, 
and  tlius  increase  their  influence  and  power  for  usefulness;  and  to 
provide  a  channel  through  which  all  defects  in  the  Poor-Law 
Medical  Service  may  be  brougbt  to  light  and  discussed,  with  a 
view  to  their  removal  or  amelioration. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

3.  — The  Association  shall  consist  of  members  and  honorary- 
members. 

4.  — All  present  and  past  Poor-Law  Medical  Officers,  residing 
in  England  and  Wales,  shall  be  eligible  as  members. 

5.  — All  persons  who  are  interested  in  Poor-Law  Medical 
Reform  shall  be  eligible  for  election  as  honorary  members  at 
any  general  meeting. 

6.  — The  Subscription  for  members  shall  be  Five  Shillings 
per  annum,  and  shall  be  due  on  the  First  of  August  in  each 
year.  If  any  member's  Subscription  be  two  years  in  arrear, 
his  name  shall  be  erased  from  the  List  of  Members. 

EXECUTIVE. 

7.  — The  general  management  of  the  Association  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Council,  which  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual 
meeting. 

8.  — The  Council  shall  consist  of  a  President,  eight  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  two  Honorary  Secretaries,  and  twenty- 
four  other  Members,  and  shall  comprise  an  equal  number 
of  Metropolitan  and  Provincial  Members,  chosen  equally,  if 
possible,  from  Workhouse  and  District  Medical  Officers. 

9.  — The  Council  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  any  vacancies 
in  their  number  which  may  occur  prior  to  the  annual  meeting: 

They  shall  receive  all  communications  from  members,  and, 
after  due  investigation,  take  such  measures  as  the  nature 
of  each  case  may  appear  to  require  : 

They  shall  have  power  to  pass  bye-laws,  and  from  time 
to  time  alter  or  rescind  all  or  any  of  the  bye- laws,  and 
to  pass  new  bye-laws : 

They  shall  encourage  the  formation  of  branches,  and  ap- 
point honorary  local  Secretaries  thereto  : 

They  shall  have  power  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the 
honorary  members  when  deemed  necessary  : 

They  shall  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  months  of 
February,  April,  June,  August,  October,  and  December, 
and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  necessary :  three 
members  to  form  a  quorum :  and  they  shall  at  their 
first  meeting  after  the  annual  meeting  elect  an  Executive 
Committee  of  six  members,  including  the  officers  of 
the  Association,  to  conduct  all  ordinary  business  in 
the  intervals  between  the  Council  meetings. 

10.  — The  duty  of  the  President  shall  be  to  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Association,  and  of  the  Council.  Li  his 
absence  one  of  the  Vice-Pi-esidents,  or  the  Treasurer,  or  any 
member  chosen  by  the  members  present,  shall  take  the  chair. 
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11.  — The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  due  to  the 
Association. 

12.  — The  Secretaries  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
general  correspondence  of  the  Association,  and  of  such  other 
business  as  may  arise  in  carrying  out  its  objects. 

AUDITORS. 

13.  — There  shall  be  two  Auditors  chosen  at  each  annual 
meeting  to  audit  the  accounts  for  the  ensuing  year. 

MEETINGS. 

14.  — An  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  shall  be 
held  in  July,  to  receive  the  Repoi't  of  the  Council  for  the 
previous  year,  and  to  transact  other  necessary  business.  And 
there  shall  be  two  other  o'eneral  meetinofs  in  the  course  of 
the  year — viz. :  in  the  months  of  March  and  November,  at  which 
the  Council  shall  bring  up  a  report  of  their  proceedings  since 
the  preceding  meeting.  At  ever}'-  general  meeting  fifteen 
members  shall  form  a  quorum. 

15.  — The  Council  shall  have  power  to  call  a  special  general 
meeting  at  any  time  when  necessary ;  and  shall  also  be  re- 
quired to  call  a  special  general  meeting  within  three  weeks  of 
receiving  a  requisition  to  that  effect,  signed  by  not  less  than 
ten  members.  The  notice  convening  a  special  general  meeting 
shall  specify  the  business  to  be  transacted,  and  no  other 
business  shall  be  brought  forwai'd  thereat. 

16.  — The  general  meetings  in  March  and  November  shall 
be  held  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Great  Queen  Street,  Lin- 
coln's Inn  Fields,  London,  at  the  hour  of  7*30  p.m.,  and  shall 
be  duly  announced  in  the  weekly  Medical  Journals. 

17.  — The  annual  meeting,  and  all  special  general  meetings 
shall  be  held  at  such  place  and  time  as  the  Council  may 
appoint,  and  shrJl  be  summoned  by  circular  and  announced  in 
the  weekly  Medical  Journals. 

18.  — All  motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  the  movers. 
All  questions  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes.  In  case 
of  an  equality  of  votes,  the  President  shall  have  a  second  or 
castino:  vote. 

ALTERATIONS,  &c.  OF  LAWS. 

19.  — No  law  shall  be  altered  or  rescinded,  nor  shall  any 
new  law  be  made,  except  by  resolution  at  a  general  meeting. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 


ALDERSON,  Sir  J.,F.RS.,  President  Royal  Coll.  of  Physicians,  &c. 

ANSTIE,  Dr.  F.E  ,  F.R.C.P.  (Westminster  Hospital.) 

BARCLAY,  Dr.  A.  W.,  F.R.C.P.  (St.  George's  Hospital.) 

BARNES,  Dr.  R.,  F.R.C.P.  (St.  Thomas's  Hospital.) 

BOWMAN",  Mr.  W.,  F.R.S. 

BRADY,  Dr.,  M.P. 

BREWER,  Dr.,  M.P, 

BRISTOWE,  Dr.  J.  S.,  F.R.C.P.  (St.  Thomas's  Hospital.) 

BRODRICK,  the  Hon.  W.,  M.P. 

BRYANT,  Mr.  T.,  F.R.CS.  (Guy's  Hospital.) 

BURROWS,  Dr.  G.,  F.R.C.P.  (ex-President  Gen.  Medical  Council.) 

CARR,  Dr.  W.,  F.R.CS.  (Blackheath.) 

CHAMBERS,  Dr.  T.  K.,  F.R.C.P.  (St.  Mary's  Hospital.) 

CLARKE,  Mr.  J.  F. 

COCK,  Mr.  EDWARD,  (President  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.) 

CORRANCE,  Mr.,  M.P. 

DALRYMPLE,  Dr.  Donald,  M.P. 

DAVENPORT,  Mr.  Bromley,  M.P. 

DE  MORGAN,  Mr.  Campbell;  F.R.CS.  (Middlesex  Hospital.) 

FULLER,  Dr.  H.  W.,  F.R.CP.  (St.  George's  Hospital.) 

GOODFELLOVY,  Dr.  S.  J.,  F.R.C.P.  (Middlesex  Hospital.) 

GORDON,  the  Right  Hon.  Edward  S.,  M.P. 

GOSS,  Dr.  S.  Day,  F.R.G.S. 

GRAY,  Sir  John,  M.P. 

HAMILTON,  Lord  George,  M.P. 

HARGRAVES,  Dr.  Wm.  (General  Medical  Council.) 

HARLEY,  Dr.  G.,  F.R.C.P.,  F,R.S.  (University  College  Hospital.) 

HAWKINS,  Dr.  F.,  F.R.C.P.  (Registrar  of  Gen.  i\[ed.  Council.) 

HAWKINS,  Mr.  Caesar  H.,  F.R.S.  (Serjeant  Surgeon  to  the  Queen.) 

HERVEY,  Lord  Augustus  H.  C,  M.P. 

HOLMS,  Mr.  John,  M.P. 

tlOLT,  Mr.  Barnard,  F.R.CS.  (Westminster  Hospital.) 

JAMES,  Dr.  M.  Prosser  (London  Hospital.) 

JENKINSON,  Sir  George,  Bart.,  M.P. 

JENNER,  Sir,  William,  Bart.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R,S. 
(Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  (^ueen  and  Prince  of  Wales.) 

JERROLD,  Mr.  Blauchard. 

JOHNSON,  Mr.  A.,  M.P. 


10 


JONES,  Dr.  0.  II.,  F.R.U.P.,  F.H.S.  (St.  Mary's  Hospital.) 
JONES-PARRY,  Mr.  Love,  M.P. 
LANE,  Mr.  S.  A.,  F.R.CS.  (St.  Mary's  Hospital.) 
LEE,  Mr.  Henry,  F.R.CS.  (St.  George's  Hospital) 
LETHEBY,  Dr.  H. 
LUSH,  Dr.,  M.P. 
M' ARTHUR,  Mr.,  M.P. 
MACNAMARA,  Dr.  R.,  (Ex-President  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 

Dublin.) 

MARTIN,  Sir  J.  Ranald,  C.B.,  F.R.CS.,  F.R.S. 
MURCHISON,  Dr.  C,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.S.  (Middlesex  Hospital.) 
OGLE,  Dr.  J.  W-,  F.R.CP.  (St.  George's  Hospital.) 
PAGET,  Mr.  James,  F.R.S.  (Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  the 
Queen ;  Surgeon  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.) 
PARKES,  Dr.  E.  A.,  F.R.CP.,  F.R.S.  (Professor  of  Hygiene,  Netley 
Hospital,  Member  of  General  Medical  Council.) 
PARTRIDGE,  Mr.  Richard,  F.R.CS.,  F.R.S.  (King's  College.) 
PEACOCK,  Dr.  T.  B.,  F.R.CP.  (St.  Thomas's  Hospital.) 
PITMAN,  Dr.  H.  A.,  F.R.CP.  (St.  George's  Hospital.) 

PLAYFAIR,  Dr.  Lyon,  CB.,  M.P. 
POLLOCK,  Mr.  G.  D.,  F.R.CS.  (St.  George's  Hospital.) 
PRICE,  Mr.  W.  E.,  M.P. 

QUAIN,  Mr.  Richard,  F.R.CS.,  F.R.S., 
(Ex-President  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  ;  Surg.  Ext.  to  Queen.) 

READ,  Mr.  C  S.,  M.P. 

RICHARDSON,  Dr.  B.  W.,  F.R.S. 

RUMSEY,  Dr.  H.  W.,  F.R.CS.  (Member  of  Gen.  Med.  Council.) 

SANDERSON,  Dr.  J.  Burdon,  F.R.CP.,  F.R.S.  (Middlesex Hospital.) 

SEDGWICK,  Dr.  Leonard. 

SHAW,  Mr.  A.,  F.R.CS.  (Middlesex  Hospital.) 

SIBSON,  Dr.,  F.R.S.,  F.R.CP. 

SIEVEKTNG,  Dr.  E.  H.,  F.R.CP.-, 
(Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.) 

SMITH,  Mr.  W.  H.,  M.P. 

SOLLY,  Mr.  Edward,  F.R.S.,  F.R.CS. 

8TALLARD,  Dr.  J.  H.,  M.R.CP. 

STEPHEN,  Mr.  Leslie. 

TAYLOR,  Dr.  A.  S.,  F.R.CP.,  F.R.S.  (Guy's  Hospital.) 

THOMPSON,  Sir  Henry,  F.R.CS.  (University  College  Hospital.) 

TORRENS,  Mr.  M'Cullagh,  M.P. 

WELLS,  Mr.  T.  Spencer,  F.R.CS.  (Surgeon  to  Queen's  Household. 

WILMOT,  Col.  H.,  M.P. 

WILSON,  Mr.  Erasmus,  FR.C.S.,  P.R.S. 


11 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Annual  Meeting  and  Dinner  of  the  Association  took 
place  at  the  Freemason's  Tavern,  Great  Queen  Street,  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  London,  on  Wednesday,  the  13th  July.  There  was 
a  large  attendance  of  members  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  numerous  visitors  and  guests,  among  whom  we  noticed  the 
followinj 


ag: 


Dr.  Rogers;  Mr.  Jabez  Hogg ;  Dr.  Richards  and  Welch ;  Messrs.  Defries, 
Burgess,  and  Massingham  (Bcthnal-green)  ;  Dr.  Thomas ;  Dr.  Donne,  and 
Mr.  Benson  Baker  (Marj'lcbone) ;  Mr.  Tweddell  (Houghton  le  Spring 
Durham) ;  Mr.  Sleraan  (Tavistock)  :  Dr.  Dudfield  (St.  George's  Union) ; 
Mr.  Frost  and  Mr.  Lilly  (Kensington)  ;  Dr.  Clark  (Leicester)  ;  Dr.  King 
and  Dr.  Finder  (Camberwell)  ;  Dr.  Stallard ;  Mr.  J.  F.  Clarke ;  Mr. 
Vniall  (Hackney)  :  Mr.  Bailey;  Mr.  Pratt;  Sir  John  Gray,  M.P.  ;  Dr. 
Brady,  M.P. :  Mr.  Jones  Parry,  M.P. ;  the  Right  Hon.  Edward  S.  Gordon, 
U.P. ;  Mr.  Barclay,  M.P.  ;  Dr.  Dalrymple,  M.P.;  Dr.  Lush,  M.P. ;  Mr.  H. 
Lewis,  M.P, ;  Mr.  Chas.  Reed,  M.P. ;  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  F.R.S. ;  Dr. 
Scott ;  Dr.  Slight ;  Dr.  Dixon  (Bermondsey)  ;  Dr.  PLariey  and  Mr.  Barnes 
St.  Pancras)  ;   Dr.   Burchell   (Shoreditch)  ;   Dr.  Webb;   Mr.  Barlow; 
Dr.   Firth    (Rotherhithe)  ;    Mr.    Stedman    (Epsom)  ;     Mr.  Matthews 
(Horsham);    Mr.   Sergeant;    Dr.   Thompson    (Droxford)  ;   Dr.  Joyce 
(Tenterden);  Mr.  Farner  (Islington);  Dr.  Sedgwick;  Dr.  Paul ;  Dr.  Day 
Goss;  Dr.  Brett  (Watford)  ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Smith  (Hay,  Brecon)  ;  Dr.  Smyth 
(Lambeth)  ;  Dr.  Richardson  and  Dr.  Swyer  (Whitechapel) ;  Dr  King 
(Chepstow)  ;  Dr.  Hargravcs  (General  Medical  Council)  ;  Dr.  Macnamara  • 
Mr.  Julian  Rogers;  Mr.  White;  Mr.  Leslie  Stephen;  Mr.  Teevan  ;  Mr. 
Huggard  ;  Mr.  Nicholls ;  Dr.  M.  Greenwood  ;  Dr.  Nicholas  (Wandsworth)  • 
Dr.  Gayton;   Mr.  Champncys;  Dr.  Sandwell  (Westminster);  &c,&c' 
The  proceedings  were  opened  by  Dr.  Dudfield,  one  of  the 
Hon.  Secretaries,  submitting  the  ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF 
COUNCIL  which,  having  been  sent  previously  to  all  the  mem- 
bers, was  taken  as  read.    It  was  as  follows : — 

"At  the  clo.se  of  another  year  your  Council  have  great 
satisfaction  in  being  able  to  report  the  continued  and 
increasing  prosperity  of  the  Association.  The  year  beo-an 
well,  the  Annual  Meeting  of  1869  having  been  one  of  "the 
largest  ever  held,  and  the  dinner  successful  beyond  all 
precedent— no  fewer  than  ten  Members  of  Parliament,  besides 
other  distinguished  visitors,  honouring  the  gathering  by  their 
presence.  The  year  thus  auspiciously  commenced  has  been 
marked  by  success  throughout,  and  promises  to  end  with  a 
veritable  triumph  by  the  passing  of  Dr.  Brady's  "  Medical 
Oftcers  Superannuation  Bill." 

One  hundred  and  twenty  new  members  have  been  enrolled 
during  the  year.  Several  deaths  have  to  be  lamented, 
especially  that  of  the  venerated  Richard  Griffin. 
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The  Annual  Balance  slicct   shows   the  fniancos  of  the 
Association  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition,  the  balance  of  .£58 
carried  forward  last  year  being-  somewhat  increased.  The 
expenditure  has  been  heavy,  principally  owing  to  the  arrange- 
ment entered  into   with   the    publishers   of   the  Foor-Laio 
Ghronich  for  the  supply  of  that  Journal  to  the  members. 
Four  hundred  and  sixty-six  members  paid  the  larger  sub- 
scription, which  entitled  them  to  the  Ghroniclo,  and  two  tliirds 
of  each  such  subscription  has  been  handed  to  the  publishers. 
This  expenditure  will  not  be  incurred  again  as  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Glironich  was  discontinued  on  the  21st  of  Juno, 
an  event  which  will  render  it  necessary  to  alter  law  6,  and 
entail  the  abolition  of  the  dual  subscription.    Your  Councd 
will  submit  a  proposition  to  make  the  subscription  uniform 
for  all  members  at  the  rate  of  Five  Shillings  per  annum,  such 
subscription  to  include  the  Transactions  of  the  Association. 

Your  Council  now  proceed  to  take  a  brief  retrospect  of  the 
progress  made  during  the  past  year ;  and  first,  they  congratu- 
late the  members  upon  the  extraordinary  success  winch  has 
attended,  hitherto,   the  "Medical   Officers'  Superannuation 
Bill,"  to  which  reference  was  mnde  in  the  last  Report.  The 
efforts  of  your  Council,  therein  described,  were  continued  with 
eneroy.    The  College  of  Physicians,  the  Council  of  the  College 
of   Surgeons,    the    Council   of   the  St.    Andrew's  Medical 
Graduates'  Association,  other  Medical  Societies,  the  Guardians 
of  the  Leeds  Union,  many  individual  Guardians,  and  Medical 
Officers  representing  about  220  Unions  petitioned  in  favour  of 
the  Bill.    Altogether  Dr.  Brady,  and  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  C.B., 
presented  upwards  of  3C0  petitions.    In  accordance  with  the 
resolution  passed  at  the  last  General  Meeting  your  Council 
prepared  a  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  P^or-Law  Board 
setting  out  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Bill  appeared  to^  be 
deserving  of  consideration,  and  requesting  his  support.  This 
memorial  was  presented  to  Mr.  Goschen  at  a  deputation  which 
included  the  Piesitlentof  the  College  of  Physicians  (Sir  Jas. 
Alderson,  F.R.S.),  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons  (Mr.  Solly,  F.R.S.),  the  President  of  the  Ass..)ci- 
ation  :  Dr.  Sibson,  F.R.S.,  and  otlier  eminent  medical  men, 
introduced  by  Dr.  Brady,  M.P.    The  President  having  fully 
considered  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  decided  to  support  the 
measure  upon  the  very  sufficient  ground  that,  for  want  of 
such  a  pi'ovision,  injury  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  ratepayers 
and  the  sick-poor  alike,  from  a,ged  and  infirm  medical  men 
retain 'ng  office  when  they  were  incomj)etent  to  perform  their 
duties,  being  unable,  from  poverty,  to  surrender  their  appoint- 
ments.   That  such  i^j  the  case  was  amply  proved^  by  the 
extracts  from  letters  of  numerous  Medical  Officers  which  your 


13 


Comicil  had  collected  and  circulated  among  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  debate  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  took  place  on  the  22ud  of  June,  and  has  no  doubt 
been  read  by  the  members.  The  Bill  was  ably  supported  by 
the  President  and  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  of  the  Poor- 
Law  Board,  by  Dr.  Brady,  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  C.B.,  Dr.  Dal- 
rymple,  Mr.  Wheelhouse,  the  Rt  Hon.  E.  Gordon,  &c. :  and 
though  an  opposition  was  raised,  and  even  carried  to  a 
division,  the  splendid  majority  of  111  demonstrated  the  opinion 
of  the  House  that  the  claim  of  the  Medical  Officers  was 
equitable,  and  that  the  public  interest  demanded  the  concession. 

Tour  Council  desire  to  express  the  gratitude  of  the  Medical 
Officers  to  the  President  of  the  Poor-Law  Board,  to  Dr.  Brady 
and  the  other  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  support  of  the  measure, 
and  to  the  139  who  voted  in  its  favour  ;  and  with  unfeigned 
satisfaction  they  congratulate  the  Association  upon  this  great 
success,  the  best  possible  evidence  that  the  cause  of  the 
Medical  Service,  and  of  the  sick  poor,  has  now  taken  a  deep 
hold  upon  public  attention,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  national 
importance. 

Thus  one  of  the  "objects"  of  the  Association,  viz.,  "to 
obtam  superannuation  allowances  for  the  Medical  Officers," 
is  achieved;  for  Medical  Officers  ;i:o  now  placed  on  the  same 
footmg  as  other  Poor-Law  Officers  with  regard  to  pension. 
To  say,  however,  that  the  Superannuation  Laws  are  altogether 
satisfactory  would  be  incorrect ;  but  hitherto^  the  Medical 
Officers  had  no  place  in  them.  Now  they  will  obtain  a 
hearing  ni  common  with  other  branches  of  the  Poor-Law 
service,  when  that  reconsideration  of  the  whole  question  which 
it  IS  expected  Mr.  Goschen  will  give  to  it  ere  long  shall 
take  place. 

The  support  of  Dr.  Brady's  Bill  is  not  the  only  benefit 
during  the  past  year,  for  which  the  Medical  Officers  have  to 
thank  the  President  of  the  Poor-Law  Board.  He  has  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  issuing  a  General  Order  abolishing 
the  distmction  hitherto  existing  between  separate^parishes  and 
unions,  with  respect  to  the  tenure  of  Medical  appointments,  so 
that  m  future  the  Medical  Officers  of  single  parishes  will  be 
elected  for  Me,  the  same  as  those  in  unions,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  General  Order  of  the  Board,  dated  25th  May, 
1«57.  When  this  is  effected  a  great  advance  will  have  been 
made  towards  the  attainment  of  the  first  "  obiect"  of  the 
Association,  viz  "To  obtain  life  appointments  for  all  Poor- 
Law  Medical  Officers.  ' 

Mr.  Goschen,  moreover,  has  pressed  upon  at  least  one  Pro- 
vincial Board  of  Guardians,  that  of  the  important  town  of 
Birmingham,  the  necessity  of  iiitroducing  the  dispensary  system 
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It  cannot  be  doubted  that  in  course  of  time  this  system  will 
be  adopted  in  all  suitable  localities.  Already  much  has  been 
done,  or  is  in  progress  to  this  end  in  the  metropolis,  and  the 
principle  of  "  the  provision  of  all  medicines  and  appliances 
prescribed  for  the  sick  poor,  and  the  employment  and  payment 
by  the  local  authorities,  of  qualified  dispensers"  (object  8  ot 
the  Association)  having  been  firmly  established,  the  practical 
application  of  it  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  question  of  time 

What  has  already  been  advanced  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  past  year  has  been  an  eventful  and  a  propitious  one 
for  the  Poor-Law  Medical  service,  the  claims  of  which  are  now 
frequently  advocated  in  many  of  the  non-professional  journals, 
including  some  of  the  most  influential  organs  of  the  press. 
With  regard  to   the   Medical   press  your   Council  cannot 
sufficiently  express  the  obligations  the  Association  OAves  to  the 
weekly  journals  for  the  constant  sympathy  and  support  it 
has  received  in  their  columns.    Altogether  the  signs  of  the 
times  are  promising,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  as  the 
Association  increases  in  numbers  and  strength  (as  surely  it 
must  increase  when  those  who  have  hitherto  held  aloof  see 
what  it  has  done  and  is  doing  for  them),  the  cause  which  all 
have  so  much  at  heart  will  steadily  progress  until  the  great  and 
good  cause  is  won.    Success  in  the  past  is  the  best  augury  for 
success  in  the  future.    And  when  your  Council  reflect  upon 
the  improvement  in  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  in-door 
sick  poor  effected  since  the   Metropolitan  Association  com 
menced  its  career  in  1866,  and  the  greater  consideration  be- 
stowed upon  the  Medical  Officers ;  they  are  not  without  hope 
that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  they  will  be  able  to  congratu- 
late the  Members  upon  the  removal  of  every  real  grievance, 
and  the  attainment  of  every  reasonable  desire.    "  Time  flies  " 
to  those  who  are  happy  and  contented.     To  the  Medical 
Officers  who  have  laboured  under  so  many  disadvantages  in 
the  past,  and  who  therefore  have  been  discontentf-.d,  the  foot 
of  time  has  no  doubt  seemed  to  move  slowly.    But  looking 
back  it  must  be  fairly  allowed  that  good  work  has  been  done 
and  much  success  achieved  in  the  past  four  years.  Four 
years!    Not  a  long  time  in  the  history  of  a  great  cause! 
And  if  so  much  has  been  accomplished  in  so  short  a  time,  and 
in  the  midst  of  so  much  general  indifference,  what  may  not 
be  hoped  from  continued  perseverance,  now  that  the  public 
and  the  Legislature  are  alive  to  the  economic  aspect  of  the 
question  which  the  Association  has  never  failed  to  put  promi- 
nently  forward  ? 

Before  concluding,  your  Council  desire  to  express  their  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  received 
from  the  local  Hon.  Secretaries,  many  of  whom  have  exerted 
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themselves  very  actively  to  enlist  new  Members.  This  is  a 
duty  which  every  Member  of  the  Association  should  regard 
as  his  own.  In  many  unions  every  Medical  officer  has  joined  j 
and  this  as  the  result,  generally,  of  an  active  canvass  by  one 
of  their  number.  What  has  been  done  in  so  many  cases  may 
be  done  in  many  more,  if  not  in  all.  Your  Council  desire  to 
see  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  Members — instead  of 
900  they  want  ]  ,900,  as  an  evidence  of  unity  of  policy  and 
feelmg  in  the  Service;  and  to  give  strength  to  the  repre- 
sentations which  the  Association,  either  in  general  meeting 
assembled,  or  through  the  agency  of  your  Council,  has  from 
time  to  time  to  address  to  the  constituted  authorities,  or  to  the 
public. 

Now  that  such  striking  evidence  has  been  given  of  the 
legitimate  influence  the  Association  possesses  in  Poor-Law 
affairs,  it  may  be  hoped  that  those  who  have  held  aloof,  either 
from  apathy,  or,  as,  alas !  so  many  have  done,  from  despair, 
will,  by  joining  its  ranks,  and  thus  increasing  its  power 
and  usefulness,  contribute  to  that  final  success  which  is  to 
crown  the  work  !" 

Db.  Dudfield  read  several  letters  he  had  received  from 
gentlemen  regretting  their  inability  to  be  present,  viz  :  Lord 
George  Hamilton,  M.P.,  Dr.  Brewer,  M  P.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith, 
M.P.,  Mr.  John  Holms,  M.P.,  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  M.P.,  C.B., 
Mr.  W.  M.  Torrens,  M.P.,  Sir  Massey  Lopes,  M.P.,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Hutchinson,  Rev.  Harry  Jones,  Mr.  Blanchard 
Jerrold,  Dr.  Eumsey  (General  Medical  Council),  Sir  James 
Alderson,  F.R.S.  (President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians), Mr.  Cock  (President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons). 

We  subjoin  extracts  from  some  of  the  letters  in  question :  

From  Sir  James  Aldeeson. 

^f"v^'1^^2"  ^"l  ™^  *°  ^^^^"k  the  Council  of  the  Poor-Law 

Medical  Officers'  Association  for  the  honour  they  have  done  me  bv  in- 
viting me  to  dinner  on  the  13lh  July.  I  regret  very  much  that  a  previous 
unavoidable  engagement  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  avail  my.self  of  the 
favour.  I_  beg  to  express  the  high  value  I  place  on  the  approbation  of 
your  association,  and  I  rejoice  very  much  in  having  in  any  degree,  how- 
ever small,  been  able  to  promote  an  act  of  justice  to  professional  men 
engaged  m  arduous  and  important  duties." 
Frovi  Mr.  Cock. 

«  Allow  me  to  say  how  much  I  appreciate  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of 
on  f  hTl^r  ^^'^'f  ^^T-^^'  in  asking  ^e  to  their  dinner 

\       i         ^  ^'^^^'y  '"^g'"^^  ^hat  my  engagements  on  that  day 
pievent  me  from  accepting  their  invitation.    We  were  much  interested  in 

i^ZruSoV^omr^^^^^^  "^-^  gratified  at  its  success 

From  Dr.  Brewer,  M.P. 

"I  have  delyed  till  the  last  moment  answering  your  note  of  the  20th 

Council  of  tt'V  f''  ^^"'i  invitation  of  tie 

Council  of  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers'  Association  to  their  annual 
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meeting  and  cliiinor  on  the  l;3th  instant.    T^nfcrtunatclj'  the  preptnre  of 
work  will  not  allow  of  my  being  j)re!>oiit.    It  is  a  great  dit-appointmcnt 
to  me,  and,  as  you  will  Fee,  1  liad  liopcd  to  tlie  last,  or  should  have 
answered  yuur  note  at  once." 
From  Dk.  Eumsey. 

"  I  deferred  for  a  few  days  a  reply  to  your  obliging  note,  in  the  hope  that 
I  might  be  able  to  arrange  for  accepting  the  honour  of  an  invitation  from 
the  President  and  Council  to  the  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  Poor 
Law  Medical  Officers'  Association,  on  the  loth  of  July.  It  would  have 
given  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  accept  it,  but  I  am  .«orry  tobe  compelled 
to  say  that  1  have  now  no  hope  of  being  present.  Some  private  matters 
at  that  time  entirely  prevent  my  absence  from  home.  From  what  I 
have  seen  of  the  recent  progress  of  your  a^jiociation,  1  believe  it  to  be  a 
most  valuable  means  of  raising  the  status  and  importance  of  your  body. 
I  also  see  more  and  more  clearly  that  no  scheme  of  sanitary  organization 
can  be  complete,  or  can  promi^c  elficiency,  without  a  full  recognition  of 
the  services,  properly  remunerated,  of  the  Union  Medical  Oflicers  through- 
out the  country." 

The  Treasurer's  Annual  Balance  Sheet  was  submitted,  and 
nnanimously  adopted.    It  was  as  follows  : — 

Receipts  and  Expenditure  for  the  year  endnig  Jidt/  31,  1870. 

Dr. 

By  balance  ... 
„  Annual  Subscriptions 
Donations 


£  s. 

d. 

Cr. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

.    58  4 

11 

To  Printing 

56 

19 

5 

.  235  8 

11 

„  Poor-Law  Chronicle 

118 

18 

9 

.     4  5 

7 

„  Postages 

li 

9 

7 

„  Stationery 

6 

9 

5 

„  Clerical  Assistance 

2 

12 

11 

„  Meetings 

.3 

14 

0 

,,  Reporter 

3 

7 

0 

,,  Directories,  Books,  Returns, 

&c. 

2 

4 

8 

Dinner  Expenses 

11 

0 

6 

„  Registration  of  Disease 

( Sub -Committee) 

0  li 

C 

„  Loral   Hon.  Secretaries 

(Expenses)  ... 

1 

5 

1 

„  Personal    Expenses  of 

Officers 

4 

0 

1 

,,  Pettj'  Disbursements 

1 

14 

4 

„  Balance... 

70 

9 

1 

£297  19 

5 

£297 

19 

5 

(Signed)    CHARLES  M  FROST,  Treasurer. 
"We  have  examined  thi.5  account  and  find  that  the  receipts 
are  correctly  stated  ;  and  that  the  payments  have  been  made ; 
and  proper  vouchers  have  been  produced  to  us  for  the  same." 

.5.  C.  0.  RICHARDS,  ■)  . 

(Signed)    jj  ^  LILLY,  j 

Mj,  1870. 

Dr.  DuDFiELD  explained  the  proposed  alterations  in  the 
Laws,  which  were  approved  and  adopted.  (The  Laws  as 
amended  will  be  found  at  page  6.) 

The  next  business  was  the  election  of  Council.  (For  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  elected  vide  page  3 )  Dr.  Dud- 
field  begged  that  he  might  only  be  elected  ^jro  fonna,  and 
until  his  successor  could  be  appointed,  as  he  wished  to  retire 
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from  the  honourable  but  very  oneroua  post  he  had  held  from 
the  formation  of  the  Association  foar  years  ago.  This  request 
was  acceded  to  with  general  expressions  of  regret. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  honorary  members  : — 

Sir  James  Alderson,  F.R.S.,  A.  Barclay,  Esq.,  M.P.,  J.  F.  Clarke,  Esq., 
Edward  Cock,  Esq.,  Dr.  Dalrymple,  M.P.,  Right  Hon.  Edward  S.  Gordon, 
M.P.,  Dr.  Hargreaves,  (General  Medical  Council),  Dr.  Rawdon  Macna- 
mara,  (Dnblin),  T.  Love  Joues- Parry,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Leslie  Stephen,  Esq. 

The  President  then  rose  to  deliver  his  annual  address:  — 
He  prefaced  his  formal  address  by  stating  that  he  wished  it 
to  be  understood  he  was  speaking  his  own  individual  opinions  ; 
he  had  no  desire  to  commit  the  Association  as  concurring 
with  all  his  views.  The  report  of  the  Council  was  the  ex- 
pression of  joint  views,  but  what  was  said  in  that  meeting 
was  the  expression  of  individual  views  alone,  and  for  his 
part  he  did  not  wish  to  compromise  any  one  by  what  he  said. 
He  then  continued  as  follows  : — 

"  Two  years  have  passed  away  since  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Metropolitan   Poor- Law  Medical   Officers'  Association  with 
the  Pooi'-Lavv  Medical  Reform  Association,  was  effected ;  and 
now,  at  the  commencement  of  the  third  year,  of  our  united 
existence,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  pass  in  review  some 
of  the  labours  of  the  Association,  and  thereby  show  the  public 
that  we  have  not  led  an  altogether  inactive  life.    At  that  time, 
reference  was  made  to  the  fact,  that  the  prominence,  given  by 
the  Metropolitan  Association,  to  the  advisability,  of  all  medicines 
being  supplied,  by  Guardians,  led  to  their  future  provision  from 
that  source  forming  a  distinctive  feature  of  Mr.  Hardy's  Act. 
I  referred  also  to  the  fact  that  virtually  we  had  no  Poor-Law 
Board  at  all,  unless  a  President  and  Parliamentary  Secretary 
could  be  so  accounted ;    and  I  urged,  as  a  preliminary  to 
any  large  measure  of  Poor-Law  reform,  a  re-constitution  of  the 
Board,  and  I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  mode  in  which  it 
should  be  done,  viz.,  that  there  should  be  a  President  (a  Cabinet 
Minister),  a  Vice-President,  who  should  be  permanent,  two 
high-class  non-professional  members,  and  two  practical  high- 
class  medical  men — and  as  an  illustration  of  the  successful 
working  of  such  a  Board,  I  pointed  out  how  noiselessly,  and 
yet  how  efficiently,  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  did  the  duty 
required  of  them.    The  question  of  the  re-constitution  of  the 
Board,  as  well  as  the  redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  Medical 
Officers,  was  subsequently  distinctly  raised  by  us  at  the  general 
election  in  '68,  and,  as  you  will  remember,  upwards  of  90 
members  of  the  present  House  replied  in  a  sense,  more  or  less 
favourably,  to  our  views.    The  experience  of  the  last  twenty 
months  has  shown  the  necessity  of  some  such  modification  of 
the  Board,  for  if  during  that  interval  we  had  had  a  consultative 
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body  of  enlightened  administrators,  the  President  would  have 
been  materially  assisted  in  devising  some  remedy  for  our  chaotic 
medical,  and  general  Poor-Law  S3^stem. 

At  the  meeting,  which  was  held  in  October,  1868,  it  was 
pointed  out,  that  an  honest  return  of  all  that  had  been  done, 
or  was  about  to  be  done,  by  the  various  Metropolitan  Boards, 
towards  the  erection  of  hospitals,  asylums,  &c.,  would  exhibit 
a  perfectly  frightful  expenditure  of  public  money — in  fact, 
from  the  passing  of  the  Act  until  Mr.  Goschen's  assumption 
of  the  Presidency,  there  had  been  absolute  Saturnalia  for 
architects,  builders,  and  jobbing  guardians  ;  an  immediate  and 
indiscriminate  approval  of  all  schemes  involving  outlay  on 
buildings  up  to  that  date,  having  been  accorded  by  the  central 
office  in  such  way  as  to  leave  it  a  question  ot  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  Poor-Law  Board  was  a  Registry  Office  or  a  Board 
of  Control.* 

In  the  short  session  of  Dec,  1868,  Mr.  Torrens,  at  our  request, 
moved  for  a  return,  of  what  had  been  done,  towards  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  Act — and  when  the  return  was  presented,  it 
was  shown  not  only  that  this  opinion  was  correct,  but  that  the 
Dispensary  clauses,  which,  had  they  been  adopted,  would  have 
obviated  the  necessity,  for  much  of  this  prodigious  outlay, 
had  been  quietly  allowed  to  fall  through.  The  public  atten- 
tion we  were  instrumental  in  arousing,  led,  as  you  may 
remembrr,  to  a  great  curtaiilment  of  that  outlay; — roughly 
put,  some  400,000Z.  was  saved  to  the  Metropolitan  ratepayers. 

At  our  meeting  in  January,  1869,  a  comparison  was  insti- 
tuted, between  the  English  and  Irish  systems,  of  medical  relief  ; 
and  from  statistics,  derived  from  the  annual  reports  of  tlie 
Irish  Commissioners,  it  was  shown  that,  from  the  date  of  the 
introduction  of  the  Medical  Charities  Act,  a  marked  diminu- 
tion had  taken  place  in  the  expenditure  on  poor  relief,  mainly 
due  to  the  beneficial  change,  effected  in  the  health  of  the 
poor.  This  opinion  was  still  further  confirmed,  by  reference 
to  the  official  statistics,  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Poor-Law 
Board,  which  shewed  that  in  the  few  Metropolitan  unions,  and 
parishes,  and  in  the  parish  of  Leeds,  &c.,  where  a  system,  more 
or  less  approximating  to  that  of  the  Irish  Dispensaries,  had 
been  carried  out,  similar  happ}^  results  had  accrued.  It  cannot 
be  doubted,  that  the  production,  of  those  statistics  led  Mr. 
Goschen  to  introduce  those  clauses,  in  the  Metropolitan  Poor 
Act  Amendment  Act,  1869,  which  provided,  that  where  Boards 

*  One  of  the  most  flagrant  cases  of  jobbery  of  the  kind  alluded  to, 
will  be  found  in  Parliamentary  Paper,  232,  session  1809— ordered  on  Uie 
motion  of  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  M.P.  It  has  reference  to  the  contract  of  the 
Guardians  of  the  Strand  Union,  for  building  a  new  workhouse  at 
Edmonton. 
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of  Guardians  refused  or  neglected  to  establish  dispensaries, 
no  re-payment  should  be  made,  from  the  Common  Poor  Fund, 
for  medicines  and  medical  officers'  salaries. 

At  the  same  quarterly  meeting,  a  form  of  petition,  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  praying  for  the  redress  of  the  grievances 
of  the  Medical  Officers,  was  suggested  by  your  Council.  This 
was  extensively  adopted,  by  the  Members  of  the  Association 
and  petitions,  signed  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  some  140 
unions  and  parishes,  were  subsequently  presented,  producing  at 
that  time,  a  great  efPect  upon  the  House. 

The  Irish  Association,  having  intimated,  their  intention  to 
introduce,  a  Bill,  for  providing  superannuation  allowance,  your 
Council  immediately  took  steps  to  aid  them,  by  all  the  means 
in  their  power.  With  that  view,  they  put  themselves  into 
communication,  with  such  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
to  the  number  of  100,  who  had  evinced  more  or  less  interest  in 
Poor-Lavv  Medical  Matters,  and  with  the  best  possible  effect — 
the  passing  of  Dr.  Brady's  Bill  was  largely  attributable  to  our 
exertions,  as  Ur.  Brady  has  himself  generously  stated. 

We  also  obtained,  through  Mr.  Torrens,  a  return  of  the 
salaries  of  the  Metropolitan  Poor-Law  Medical  Officers,  which 
displayed,  the  most  remarkable  inequality  of  remuueration — - 
the  poor  localities,  where  medical  relief  was  most  needed, 
showing  the  smallest  provision,  for  the  wants  of  the  sick. 
Similarly,  during  the  same  session,  our  excellent  friend,  Dr. 
Lush,  whose  sympathies  have  been  quickened,  by  his  former 
experience,  as  a  Medical  Officer,  obtained  for  us,  a  return  of  the 
gross  amount,  expended  on  Medical  relief  during  a  scries  of 
years.    As  put  on  the  notice  paper,  the  form  was  very  com- 
prehensive, and  would  have  given,  if  granted,  very  valuable 
information  ;  but  in  the  shape,  asked  for,  it  was  refused,  and 
only  a  very  modified  form  conceded.    This  return,  made  it 
appear,  most  disingenuously  that  there  had  been  a  continuous 
increase  in  Medical  relief  expenditure  during  the  last  30  yeai^s, 
and  that  to  a  considerable  amount,  whilst  it  completely  ignoi-ed 
the  increase  in  population,  the  successive  annual  additions  of 
unions  and  parishes  brought  under  the  Poor-Law  Board,  and, 
therefore,  into  account,  and  the  enormous  augmentation  in  the 
number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  relief.    We  at  once  drew 
attention  to  this  circumstance,  and  thereby,  as  we  hope,  set 
the  piiblic  right  upon  the  question. 

You  are  aware  that,  during  Earl  Devon's  presidency,  a 
general  order  was  issued,  imposing  new  and  objectionable 
duties  on  Workhouse  Medical  Oflicers.  This  order  was  appa- 
rently framed  with  the  object  of  throwing  the  onus  of  any 
future  complaint  of  the  improper  condition  of  a  workhouse 
infirmary  upon  the  Medical  Officer.   The  additional  duty  thus 
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cast  upon  them  was  felt  to  be  so  very  invidious,  properly- 
belonging,  as  it  did,  to  the  inspectors,  tliat  a  memorial,  signed 
by  1-34  Workhouse  Surgeons,  was  presented  by  us  at  the 
House  of  Commons  to  Mr.  Gosclien.  The  prayer  of  the  me- 
morial was  supported  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  M.P.,  by  whom 
we  were  introduced  to  Mr.  Goscheu,  by  Dr.  Brady,  M.P.,  Sir 
John  Gray,  M.P.,  Dr.  Lush,  M.P.,  and  Sir  G.  Jenkinson. 
Bart.,  M.P.  Subsequently,  the  article  objected  to,  was 
rescinded. 

A  statement  made  about  this  time,  which  attributed  the  uon- 
esfcablishment,  of  Dispensaries  in  the  Metropolis, to  the  opposition 
of  the  Medical  Officers,  was  quickly  met  and  refuted. 

At  our  meeting,  on  the  27th  April,  1869,  statistics,  were 
brought  before  you,  extracted,  from  the  Annual  Eeports  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board,  which  showed,  that  in  the  16  years  ending 
1868,  there  had  been  a  continuous  increase  in  the  cost,  of  in- 
maintenance,  and  that  such  increase  was  altogether  out  of 
proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  expenditure  on  poor-relief 
generally;  and  that  from  a  return  which  had  been  made  of  the 
character  of  workhouse  inmates,  it  had  been  shown  that  the 
able-bodied  had  almost  wholly  disappeared,  and  that  the  work- 
houses had  pretty  generally  been  transformed  into  large 
hospitals  and  infirm  asylums,  in  many  instances  there  being  an 
insufficiency  of  able-bodied  people  to  do  the  necessary  house- 
hold work; — this  change  being  the  most  marked  in  those 
unions  and  parishes  where  medical  relief  had  been  most  in- 
adequately  provided.  This  statement  was  proved  to  be  correct 
by  quotation  of  the  statistics,  not  of  one  or  two  districts  only, 
but  of  many  unions  in  town  and  country ;  and  the  explanation 
given  of  the  causes  which  produced  it,  was  not  thrown  away, 
for  it  was  reported,  in  several  London  and  provincial  daily  and 
weekly  papers,  and  unquestionably  produced  considerable  effect. 

On  that  occasion,  facts  were  also  brought  before  you,  which 
showed,  that  the  statement,  of  Dr.  G.  Wall  is  and  others,  as  to 
the  amount  of  pauperism  induced  by  sickness,  being  72  per 
cent,  of  persons  made  paupers,  from  all  other  causes,  had  a  more 
solid  foundation,  than  mere  assertion  to  rest  upon. 

We  also  drew  attention  at  that  time  to  the  extremely  unsatis- 
factory consequences  which  had  accrued,  from  the  marked  bias 
which  some  Poor-Law  Inspectors  had  exhibited,  in  their  conduct 
of  Poor-Law  enquiries,  and  cases  in  point  were  referred  to.  It  is 
worthy  of  notice,  that  shortly  after  this  meeting,  the  lengthened 
enquiries  at  St.  Pancras  were  intrusted,  to  an  eminent  Queen's 
Counsel,  who  was  constituted  a  Spe  jial  Commissioner  for  that 
purpose.  I  believe  I  shall  be  confirmed  in  expressing  the 
opinion,  that  the  decisions  arrived  at  by  him  afforded  the  public, 
the  unusual  luxury  of  complete  satisfaction. 
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As  the  Annual  Meeting,  last  July,  will  bo  referred  to  in  tlio 
proceedings  that  will  take  place  this  evening,  I  will  ^  not  now 
state  more  than  this,  that  wliether  regarded  in  the  light  of  a 
social  gathering  or  a  medico  political  manifestation,  it  was 
almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of  our  profession,  and  was  m 
every  way  a  brilliant  success. 

At  our  meeting,  last  October,  the  facts  which  I  had  collected 
respecting  Dispensary  Medical  Relief  in  Ireland,  obtained 
through  a  special  investigation  made  by  me  in  the  preceding 
August  and  September,  were  brought  before  you.  Those  facts 
bore  out  thoroughly,  all  that  we  had  heard  and  read  upon  the 
subject,  and  the  statistics  I  was  enabled,  through  the  kindness 
of  Irish  Dispensary  Medical  Officers,  and  notably  Dr.  Maunsell 
of  Dublin,  to  obtain,  enabled  me  to  institute  comparisons  as  to 
the  expenditure  on  Medical  Eelief  in  large  Towns  and  Unions 
in  Ireland,  with  places  of  like  population,  and  character  in 
England.  These,  when  contrasted  with  gross  relief,  showed  the 
remarkable  economic  benefits  which  had  accrued  from  judicious 
liberality  in  medical  expenditure  in  Ireland.  These  facts  were 
copied  into,  and  commented  on,  by  all  the  medical  and  also  a 
great  many  of  the  leading  daily  and  weekly  organs,  of  public 
opinion,  both  in  town  and  country.  I  think  I  am  correct  in 
stating,  that  the  description  I  was  thereby  enabled  to  give,  of 
the  geueral  arrangements,  of  Dispensaries,  and  the  population 
assigned  to  each  district,  afforded  the  administrators,  of  the 
Metropolis,  both  local  and  central,  an  opportunity  of  constitut- 
ing their  Dispensaries  here  pretty  generally  on  a  similar  footing. 
It  is,  however,  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  Poor-Law 
Board  have  not  insisted,  on  a  more  rigid  uniformity,  in  the 
number  of  Officers,  and  amount  paid  in  Officers'  stipends. 

Shortly  after  our  Meeting  in  October,  we  learnt  that  Mr. 
Goschen  had  caused  application  to  be  made  to  the  Medical 
Officers,  for  a  return,  of  the  number  of  paupers,  on  the  Work- 
house and  district  Medical  relief  books,  on  a  particular  day,  in 
December  last :  since  then,  this  return  has  been  collected  and 
the  facts  summarised  in  the  annual  report.  I  shall  not  now 
particularly  refer  to  this,  as  without  tlie  supplement,  in  which 
the  information  is  given  (I  understand  the  information  thus 
obtained  is  given  at  length)  it  is  impossible  to  determine,  how 
far  the  official  deductions,  are  borne  out,  by  these  statistics,  or 
whether  a  correct  account,  has  been  obtained  of  the  proportion 
which  sickness  bears  as  a  provocative  of  pauperism,  as  against 
that  ai'ising  from  destitution,  or  from  other  causes.  I  much 
fear,  that  a  return,  far  below  the  real  amount,  has  been  made, 
arising  from  that,  which  amongst  Medical  Officers  is  a  well- 
known  fact,  viz, :  that  unless  stimulants  or  food,  are  ordered, 
many  tliousand  of  cases  of  illness,  and  notably  when  occurring 
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amongst  cliilcli-en,  arc  never  recorded  though  medicines  and 
attendances  niuy  have  been  sujDplied  ;  in  addition,  I  believe,  that 
those  Avho  were  on  the  permanent  list,  and  who  are  always 
more  or  less  ill,  and  require  visiting  from  time  to  time,  havo 
been  similarly  passed  over,  and  so  omitted  from  the  return 
altogether. 

Reverting  to  our  quarterly  meetings,  I  will  remind  you  tliat  on 
the  27th  J anuary  last,  I  stated  that  the  average  wages  earned 
by  the  labouring  classes  of  this  country,  was  12s.  6d.  a  week,  &c. 
Since  that  time,  a  retui'n  has  been  made,  which  gives  a  higher 
amount ;  but  it  has  been  obtained,  by  computing,  that  which 
the  man  and  his  wife  and  children,  if  they  have  any  above  a 
certain  age,  can  together  earn.  I  nevei'theless  consider  that 
the  ret  urn  does  not  militate  against  the  opinion,  I  haveexpresscd, 
as  to  the  inability,  of  the  labouring  classes  generally,  to  pay  for 
medical  attendance,  either  for  themselves  or  families.  I  also 
told  you,  that  in  reality  there  were  very  few  Clubs  existing, 
which  make  any  provision  for  medical  attendance  on  other,  than 
the  male  head  of  the  family.  I  refer  to  this  point  here  because 
I  observe,  in  the  last  report,  of  the  Poor-Law  Board,  objection 
is  taken  to  our  suggestion  for  medical  relief  on  the  Irish  system, 
ontheground  that  it  would  destroy  those  habits  of  forethought, 
self-reliance,  &c.,  so  necessary  to  be  encouraged,  amongst  the 
working  classes.  Practically,  you  know,  if  the  club  member 
is  sick,  he  has  his  club  doctor,  but  if  it  be  his  wife  or  child,  who 
is  ill,  he  applies  for,  and  obtains  an  order,  and  this  is  readily 
granted,  as  it  costs  the  Parish  nothing,  to  add  in  this  way  to  the 
burdens  of  the  Doctor. 

At  our  last  meeting,  I  brought  before  jon,  an  analysis,  of  the 
return,  which  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  had  obtained,  of  the  estimated 
population,  general  and  zymotic  mortality,  of  England  and 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  during  the  five  years,  ending  18C8, 
and  which  showed  that  population  had  increased  one  twenty- 
fourth  in  England  and  Wales ;  one  forty-sixth  in  Scotland;  and 
had  decreased  one  forty-third  in  Ireland  ;  and  that  the  average 
rate  of  mortality  was : — 

1  in  43  of  the  population  in  England. 
-    1  in  44       „        „        in  Scotland. 
1  in  60       „         „        in  Ireland. 

And  that  the  average  annual  mortality  from  zymotic  diseases 
was : — 

In  England,  one-fourtli  of  the  total  mortalty,  and  1  in  100  of  the  population. 
In  Scotland,  one-fourth  of  the  total  mortality,  and  1  in  104  of  the  population. 
In  Ireland,  one-lifth  of  the  total  mortality,  and  1  in  308  of  the  population. 
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I  also  pointed  out  that  whilst  the  estimated  population  in  IbbO 
was  21,649,377  in  England,  ^272,000  only  was  expended  ou 
medical  relief,  gross  relief  for  the  same  year  costing  i;7,^<J»,^o^- 

Population.        Medical  Relief.  ^]'°f,fM!f' 
Scotland,  3,188,13.3  32,858     ...  ^J^^'j^Jf- 

Ireland,  5,543,285     ...    131,000     ...  829,521. 

And  I  observed  that  it  was  thus  shown  that  ^vhilst  Ireland 
spent  most  on  Medical  relief,  she  was  rewarded  by  having  tlio 
smallest  death  rate,  and  what,  would  be  more  interesting,  to 
some,  by  having  infinitely  the  less  poor  rate  expenditure. 

These  statistics  were  at  the  time  extensively  reported  and 
commented  on,  in  the  general  and  medical  press,  and,  since  then, 
I  learn,  that  Dr.  Burke,  of  the  Registrar-General's  department, 
Dublin,  and  Mr.  Power,  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  1  oor 
have  been  examined  before  the  Royal  Sanitary  Conimission. 
I  have  not  succeeded,  in  getting  the  evidence,  of  this  latter 
gentleman,  but  through  the  courtesy,  of  a  friend,  I  have  obtained 
extracts  of  Dr.  Burke's  ;  he  said,  in  answer  to  a  question,  i 
think  Registration  in  Ireland,  is  yet  very  imperfect,— again  he 
said,  in  wild  districts  it  is  very  hard  to  get  information,  _  the 
people  are  loth  to  travel  some  eight  to  nine  miles  to  register 
a  birth  or  death.    Dr.  Farr,  also  stated  that  the  whole  ot  the 
deaths  are  not  at  present  registered.    Now,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  these  two  authorities,  I  believe  that  they  have  over 
estimated,  the  defects  in  registration.    I  would  remind  you, 
that  Registration  in  Ireland,  is  almost  exclusively  m  the  hands 
of  the  Dispensary  Doctors,  and  they  would  naturally  hear 
of  the  deaths  of  the  people  they  officially  attend.  Learning 
what  these  two  gentlemen  had  asserted,  I  applied  to  a  very 
liigh  authority  in  Ireland  (whose  name  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
to^reveal,  although  it  would  strengthen  my  case  considerably 
to  do  so)  for  information  on  this  subject.  In  his  reply,  he  stated, 
"  Registration  here  is  less  perfect,  than  in  England  and  Wales 
or  Scotland,  but  not  to  so  great  an  extent,  as  the  Registration 
Office  people  (referring  to  Dr.  Burke's  evidence  which  he  had 
seen)  make  out ;  and,  as  a  whole,  the  imperfections  arc  not 
such  as  seriously  to  affect  your  comparison,  the  diffi?rencc  in 
the  number  of  deaths,  and  the  amount  of  disease,  being  mainly 
due  to  the  causes  to  which  you  ascril)e  them,"— that  cause,  being 
as  you  arc  aware,  the  efficiency  of  Irish  Dispensary  'Medical 

Relief.  . 

Dr.  Rumsey,  a  very  great  authority  on  sanitary  subjects, 
in  a  letter  I  recently  received,  stated,  "that  the  rate  of 
mortality  (whatever  that  may  have  to  do  with  public  health) 
is  lower  in  Ireland,  than  hero,  and  so  far,  one  basis  of  your 
argument  is  good  ;  and  again,  "  the  financial  figures,  are  to  iny 
mind,  more  conclusive,  and  seem  to  prove,  what  I  have  always 
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mferred,  tkat  an  adequate  (even  liberal)  supply  of  the  best 
medical  attendance,  with  sanitary  care,  tends  move  to  diininish 
the  poor  rates  and  pauperism  of  a  country,  than  any  of  the 
plans  which  have  been  tried  by  our  legislators." 

Bi:  Brady  having  generously  resolved  to  introduce  a  bill 
giving  superannuation  allowance  to  infirm  and  disabled  Jkledical 
Officers,  steps^  were  taken  early  in  the  Session  to  strengthen 
his  hands;  with  that  object  an  appeal  was  made  through  the 
medical  press  for  information  as  to  the  existence  of  specific 
cases  of  hardship  arising  from  .he  exclusion  of  Medical  Officers 
from  the  benefits  of  superannuation.    In  this  we  were  very 
successful.    Authentic  letters,  containing  the  details  of  several 
distressing  cases,  were  brought  to  our  knowledge ;  extracts  from 
these  communications  having  been  carefully  made,  a  circular 
letter,  embodying  them  was  drawn  up  and  addressed  to  such 
Members  cf  Parliament  as  were  known  to  be  favourably 
affected  to  Medical  Officers;  a  form  for  a  petition  was  also 
circulated  amongst  our   members,  &c.,    with   the  hai3niesi 
results  as  we  were  subsequently  able  to  hand  in,  through^  Dr. 
Brady,  upwards  of  300  separate  petitions,  amongst  them  were 
included  those  forwarded  by  the  Council  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  from  our  own  Association,  and  from 
several  branches  of  the   British   Medical   Association.  A 
deputation  also  of  the  Presidents  and  Council  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  waited  on  Mr.  Goschen ;  having 
accompanied  the  deputation,  on  the  part  of  the  Association, 
I  handed  to  the  President  a  memorial  from  the  Council,  wliich 
embodied  the  arguments,  on  which  the  claim  was  grounded. 
The  result  of  this  deputation  and  memorial  was  most  satis- 
factory, for  if  it  did  not  decide,  it  materially  strengthened  Mr. 
Goschen,  in  the  course,  which  he  subsequently  took  in  the  House. 
Having  been  present  in  the  House,  during  the  whole  of  the 
debate,  on  the  second  reading,  it  was  most  satisfactory  to  me 
to  hear  the  earnest  expressions  of  sympathy  with  Medical 
Officers,  which  proceeded  from  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.     Indeed  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine,  which 
political  party  evinced  the  strongest  feeling,  as  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  stipends,  the  magnitude  of  the  obligations,  the 
self-sacrificing  spirit  in  which  the  duties  are  so  constantly 
performed,  the  risk  to  health  and  life,  to  which  Medical 
Officers  and  their  families  are  exposed  from  communicable 
disease.    Several  speakers  also  commented  indignantly,  on  the 
scant  consideration  and  too  frequent  insults  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed at  the  hands  of  Guardians;    and  some  Members  of 
position  earnestly  urged  the  Government  to  take  up  the  question 
and  to  entirely  re-model  the  Poor- Law  Medical  service.  Nor  did 
this  arise  solely,  from  a  kindly  feeling  to  Medical  Officers.  No, 
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for  the  first  time  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  heard  it  stated, 
how  intimate  were  the  relations  between  the  sickness  ot  the 
workino-  dasses,  and  the  developement  of  pauperism,  and  liow 
impossible,  it  was  to  expect,  other  than  its  continuous  expansion 
so  long  as  that  service,  which  had  to  treat  tlieir  sickness, 
remained  in  its  present  ill-paid,  degraded,  and  generally  dis- 
contented condition. 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  the  proceedings  at  the  various 
quarterly  meetings  have  not  been  unproductive  of  good,  for  the 
discussion  which  took  place  in  the  House  derived  its  tone  un- 
questionably from  the  labours  of  this  association,  and  secured 
the  large  majority,  by  which  the  second  reading  was  carried  ; 
but  o-entlemen,  do  nob  imagine  that  the  passage  of  an  act 
upon°the  provision  of  which  Boards  of  Guardians  are  allowed 
to  put  their  own  luminous  interpretation,  or  disregard  at  their 
pleasure,  will  be  the  sole  fruit  of  that  debate  ;  those  speeches, 
many  from  gentlemen  of  much  weight  and  influence,  are  not 
destined  to  be  thrown  away,  they  will  powerfully  help  on  that 
reform  of  our  medical  system,  which  it  is  the  object  or  this 
Association  to  secure. 

Within  the  last  month,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Poor- Law 
Board  has  been  presented,  and  the  most  cursory  glance  at  its 
contents,  shows  how  much  it  differs,  from  any  previous  one  ; 
you  are  aware  when  contrasting  the  Ii-ish  and  English  systems 
of  Medical  Relief  I  stated  that  the  largest  portion  of  the  Irish 
report  was  always  occupied  by  statistics,  &c.,  relating  to  the 
sickness  of  the  poor,  and  I  also  said  that  it  was  difficult  to 
discover  from  the  English  Annual  Reports  that  there  was 
ever  any  sickncsss  amongst  the  poor  here  at  ail.    This  year  this 
is  all  changed,  a   large  portion    of   a  bulky  volume  (as 
yet  by  no  means  completed  as  there  is  a  supplement  to  come) 
is  taken  up  by  a  mass  of  details,  all  of  which  relate  to  the 
sickness  of  the  poor ;  i  consider  I  am  not  far  from  the  truth 
in  stating  that  there  is  already  as  much  printed  matter  on  this 
subject  in  this  report  as  would  probably  equal  all  that  has  ever 
appeared  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  successive  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Commission  and  Board  since  it  came  into  existence 
thirty-six  years  ago ;  but  whilst  the  matter,  in  places  is  excel- 
lent, I  must  demur  to  some  of  the  deductions,  which  have 
been  drawn,  from  the  facts  which  the  Board  has  got  together. 
You  know  when  children  first  begin  to  speak,  tliey  hesitate,  to 
walk,  they  stumble,  and  so  it  need  not  be  wondered  at,  that  a 
department  which  has  studiously  ignored  all  matters,  which 
relate  to  sickness,  should  speak  hesitatingly,  and  stumble,  when, 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history,  it  proceeds  to  deal  with  the 
question;  our  time  does  r>ot  permit  me  to-day  to  expose  all 
the  fallacies  of  the  Board,  but  I  intend  to  do  so  at  our  next 
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meeting  in  November ;  still  there  are  a  few  points,  which  I 
must  not  on  this  occasion  fail  to  refer  to,  and  first  as  to  the 
obiections  Avhich  have  been  taken  to  om^  comparison,  of  Irish 
with  English  Medical  Relief.    Now  I  for  one  have_  never 
attempted  to  make  it  apparent  that  there  was  the  slightest 
similarity.     I  have  stated  that  in   Ireland  all  drugs,  &c., 
are  found  by  the  Guardians,  whilst  in  England  (except  quite 
recently  in  the  Metropolis),  they  are  almost  entirely  supplied 
from  tiie  stipends  of  the  Medical  Officers.    I  have  stated  that 
the  stipends  in  Ireland  are  much  greater,  proportionately,  to 
the  obligations,  and  fairly  uniform,  whilst  here,  on  the  contrary, 
the  direct  reverse  prevails;  again,  in  Ireland  there  is  a  weekly 
return  of  all  cases  of  sickness  in  the  Dispensary  districts,  which 
is  utilized, whilsthere,that  which  is  made,  is  entirely  disregarded ; 
that  there  is,  a  rigid  out  and  in-door  inspection  of  the  sick  by 
competent  professional  Inspectors,  whilst  here,  there  is  no 
inspection  of  the  out-door  sick  or  other  poor  at  all,  and  that 
which  is  made  of  the  in-door  sick,  has  been,  and  I  fear,  is  now, 
comparatively  worthless,  for  in  the  few  instances  where  faith- 
ful reports  have  been  made,  of  particular  workhouses,  no  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  office  to  enforce  an  alteration,  as  it 
might  cause  trouble  or  lead  to  disagreeable  consequences; 
that  in  Ireland  the  sick   poor   can   obtain   medical  relief 
without  incurring  the  lasting  brand  of  pauperism  ;  here,  on 
the  contrary,  social  degradation,  is  for  ever  associated  with 
sickness,  when  the  unfortunate  is  so  poor,  as  to  require  the  aid, 
of  the  parochial  surgeon.    Oh,  but,  writes  Gwydyr  House,  this 
same  medical  relief  in  Ireland  is  much  abused,  many  persons 
able  to  pay  a  doctor  get  gratuitous  assistance.    Granted,  it  is 
so.    It  is  an  evil  to  be  corrected  ;  but  have  we  not  the  same 
thing  here  ?    Is  it  not  notorious,  that  many  of  the  working 
classes,  also  able  to  pay,  and,  notably,  the  servants  of  well  to 
do  farmers,  of  gentlemen,  and  even  of  the  nobility,  get  orders 
from  Eelieving  Officers,  which  cost   the   local  authorities 
nothing,  save  the  paper,  they  are  written  on,  but  which  are  a 
grievous  injustice  to  the  hard  worked  Medical  Officer,  who  has 
to  supply  medicines  and  everything  else  from  his  wretched 
stipend. 

Again,  the  Department  writes,  "  the  statistics  of  Ireland  prove 
that  the  additional  burden  on  the  ratepayers,  would  be  consid- 
erable. A  very  small  proportion  of  the  amount  spent  in  Ireland 
on  medical  relief,  under  the  Medical  Charities'  Act,  represents 
the  cost  of  attendance  on  actual  paupers."  To  this,  I  reply,  that 
if  anything  has  been  clearly  exhibited  in  the  comparison  of 
the  two  systems,  it  is,  that  the  burdens  of  the  ratepayers  have 
been  considerably  diminished  since  the  Act  was  introduced,  in 
18o2,  instead  of  being  added  to.  Indeed  the  writer  of  the  Report 
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(wiao  I  presume  is  one  of  tlic  Medical  advisers  of  the  Board), 
Las  rioted  in  fallacies,  iu  the  effort,  to  prove,  that  it  would  be 
injudicious  to  introduce  the  same  system  here. — first,  "  because 
of  the  great  additional  taxation,  required  for  establishing  a 
system  of  public  medicine,  which  the  poor  would  have  to 
meet,"  (though  by  the  bye,  very  few  of  this  class  ever  pay  poor 
rates)  secondly  "because  the  provident  action  of  benefit  and 
friendly  societies  would  be  disorganized,  for  it  is  probable  they 
would  abandon  their  self-supporting  organization,  and  resort  to 
public  Medical  Officers."   I  take  it,  it  has  been  demonstrated 
they  do  so  now,  when  sickness  affects  their  wives  and  children. 
The  Report  concludes  as  follows  :  "  At  the  same  time  the 
economical  and  social  advantages  of  free  medicine,  to  the  poorer 
classes  generally,  as  distinguished  from  actual  paupers,  and 
perfect  accessibility  to  medical  advice,  at  all  times,  under  thorough 
organization,  may  be  considered  as  so  important,  in  themselves, 
as  to  render  it  necessary,  to  weigh  with  the  greatest  care,  all  the 
reasons  which,  may  be  adduced  in  its  favor." 

In  commenting  on  the  discrepancies,  which  I  have  thus 
shown  to  exist  between  the  successive  portions  of  the  Report,  it 
seems  to  me,  that  the  first  part,  was  written  several  months  ago, 
and  apparently  with  the  object,  of  counteracting  the  favourable 
consideration,  which  our  comparisons  of  the  two  systems  of 
Relief  had  received  from  the  public  ;  but  that  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Smith's  return,  and  the  effect  which  those  startling 
statistics  produced,  ledthedepartmenttoputin  the  last  paragraph, 
so  as  to  enable  the  officials,  to  show  that  they  were  prepared  to  con- 
sider the  subject;  but  with  all  due  deference,  we  will  continue 
to  do,  as  we  have  done  hitherto,  we  will  make  our  appeals  to  the 
public,  and  if  we  should  succeed  as  well  in  the  future  as  we 
have  done  in  the  past,  it  will  be  of  little  consequence  what  may 
be  the  opinion,  of  the  trimmers  of  the  Board,  which  will  be  com- 
pelled to  fulfill  its  true  function,  at  the  exponent  of  enlightened 
public  opinion. 

To  recur,  for  a  moment,  to  the  body  of  the  report,  where 
the  author  asserts,  "  that  considerable  misapprehension  exists  as 
to  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  preference  for  either  in  or  out- 
door treatment  of  the  sick  ;"  the  former  of,  which  has  exhibited 
a  large  increase  during  t]\e  last  18  years,  I  have  read  a  great 
many  of  the  replies  which  have  been  sent  by  Clerks  of  Boards 
of  Guardians,  and  v^rhich  have  been  published  in  the  appendix, 
and  though  I  distrust  information  obtained  in  this  way,  seeing 
that  it  is  open  to  the  probability  of  not  being  very  trustworthy, 
yet,  I  find  there  is  enough  admitted,  in  these  communications 
to  show,  that  the  explanation,  which  I  have  given,  of  the  huge 
increase  of  sick,  in  our  urban  Workhouses,  is  correct  and  that  iu 
the  main,  it  is  due  to  sheer  inability,  on  the  part  of  over-worked 
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District  Medical  Officers,  to  deal  with  the  amount,  of  obligations, 
imposed  on  them.  The  statement  that  no  diminution  of  tlic 
number  of  the  sick,  sent  into  Workhouse  Infirmaries,  will  take 
place  consequently  on  the  establishment  of  Dispensaries,  is  a 
most  ]xilpable  and  mischievous  fallacy,  for  I  would  ask,  whence 
does  the  Board  derive  the  hope  expressed  in  the  paragraph  I 
have  quoted,  of  the  social  and  economic  advantages  of  free 
medicine,  &c.,  unless  it  be  by  a  more  efficient  and  extended 
system,  of  out-door  medical  relief. 

In  bringing  my  address,  to  a  close,  I  must  congratulate,  the 
Association,  on  the  signal  success,  vvhich  has  attended  our  efforts, 
during  the  last  two  years.    You  will  remember,  that  in  July, 
1868,  there  appeared  to  be  absolutely  no  hope  left  for  the 
Parish  Doctor,  save  a  life  of  ill-requited,  unrecognised,  unhon- 
oured  toil,  too  frequently  cut  short  by  a  premature  death  from 
disease  contracted  in  tlie  performance  of  his  duty.    Thanks  to 
our  continuous  exertions  at  these  meetings,  and  the  assistance 
we  have  had  from  a  generous  press,  a  different  position  has 
been  achieved.    Thus,  it  has  been  made  apparent,  that  the 
office  of  Parochial  Surgeon  is  highly  important,  that  to  him  is 
confided  a  great  public  duty,  with  the  due  performance  of 
which  the  interests  of  the  whole  community  are  intimately 
bound  up,  that  accordingly  as  he  is  or  is  not  a  gentleman  of 
integrity  and  ability,  so  will  that  duty  be  well  or  ill  performed  ; 
that,  up  to  the  present,  whatever  of  integrity  and  ability  has 
been  exhibited,  has  not  only  failed  to  secure  encouragement, 
but  has  been  repressed  with  every  form  of  misconstruction  and 
unreflecting  antagonism, 

A  change  from  this  state  of  things  seems  to  be  opening  up. 
For  the  first  time  in  your  history,  your  grievances  have  been 
ventilated  in  the  House  of  Commons.  You  must  have  read 
that  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  oppressed  and  insulted  you, 
has  at  length  been  fully  stigmatized  and  condemned.  In  Mr. 
Goschen,  we  have  at  last  a  President,  who  has  shown  himself 
alive  to  the  necessity  of  a  reform  of  the  system,  and  who  will 
be  able  to  carry  out  such  reform,  if  his  hands  are  duly  strength- 
ened by  such  united  expressions  of  opinion,  as  we  and  similiar 
bodies  are  able  to  excite ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  our  efforts 
should  be  continued  and  not  relaxed. 

Finally,  allow  me  to  state,  that  if  in  the  course  of  this 
agitation,  dealing  as  I  have  with  inveterate  and  almost 
intolerable  abuses,  I  may,  to  the  mind  of  some,  have  been 
led  into  the  expression  of  opinions  and  the  employment  of 
phraseology  in  excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  case,  let  those 
who  think  so  please  remember  what  a  terrible  inertia  we  have 
had  to  overcome  in  the  stubborn  officialism  and  resolute  im- 
mobility of  a  Poor-Law  system  that  has  grown  out  of  years 
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of  unchallenged  and  irresponsible  existence.  That  the  healthy 
atmostphere  of  public  opinion  has  at  length  found  its  way  into 
Gwydyr  House,  is  due  in  great  measure  to  the  earnestness  ot 
Mr.  Goschen,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  just  to  him  to  say  that  the 
criticisms  of  the  Board,  which  I  have  been  compelled  to  make, 
have  been  directed,  not  against  the  President,  but  against  that 
system,  of  which  he  is  the  accidental  head." 

The  President  concluded  by  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
Eeport  of  the  Council,  which  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  A. 
Stedman,  of  Great  Bookham,  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Dudfield  then  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  move  a  resolution. 
The  President  had  rightly  stated  that  each  speaker  must  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  his  own  opinions.  He  was  confident  that  in  what  he  was 
about  to  propose  he  should  carry  the  meeting  with  him  without  a  dissen- 
tient voice.    Not  to  keep  them  in  suspense  he  would  at  once  read  the 

resolution.    It  was  as  follows  : — 

"  That  this  meetinp  desires  to  place  on  record  the  feelings  of  gratification  with 
which  it  is  inspired  "by  the  generous  support  given  by  the  President  of  the 
Law  Board  to  the  Medical  Officers'  Superannuation  Bdl,  and  to  which  the  success 
of  the  measure  must  be  mainly  attributed.  The  meeting  desires  also  to  express 
the  great  pleasure  with  which  it  has  learnt  the  intention  of  the  President  to 
make  parish  medical  appointments  permanent,  the  same  as  those  ot  unions  :  ana 
it  trusts  that  he  may  continue  at  the  Board  lOKg  enough  to  carry  ont  many 
other  reforms  for  the  benefit  both  of  the  sick  poor  and  of  the  medical  service. 
[Iioud  cheers.]  „    ,  ,    .  i  iu  j.  i 

The  cheers  which  greeted  the  reading  of  the  resolution  proved  that  he 
had  not  been  mistaken  in  believing  that  the  Association  would  be  with 
him.    He  felt  that  they  were  under  several  obligations  to  the  President  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board,  who,  in  his  judgment,  had  shown  a  greater  desire  to 
assist  the  Medical  Officers,  than  any  President  within  his  recollection. 
The  first  time  he  had  had  the  honour  of  meeting  Mr.  Goschen  was  at 
the  House  of  Commons  in  April,  1869,  when  the  memorial  of  132 
Workhouse  Medical  Officers,  relating  to  the  new  duties  then  recently 
imposed  on  those  offic3rs,  by  the  General  Order  of  the  4th  of  April, 
18G8,  was  presented  to  him.    They  all  knew  the  complete  success  of 
that  memorial,  and  how  the  objectionable  Article,  No.  5,  was  almost 
immediately  afterwards  rescinded.    [Gheeio.]     Upon  that  occasion  the 
tenure  of  medical  appointments  was  incidentally  raised,  and  the  President 
made  several  enquiries  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  reason  for  the 
distinction  made  in  this  respect  between  the  Medical  Officers  of  separate 
parishes  and  those  of  unions.    He  had  been  unable  to  explain  so  in- 
scrutable a  difference,  but  rejoiced  at  having  an  opportunity  of  informing 
the  President  how  acutely  the  Medical  Officers  felt  the  dependent  position 
they  held  under  the  system  of  annual  election,  and  the  evils  of  the  system. 
[Cheers.]    The  President  could  not  understand  why  any  difference  should 
be  made,  and  promised  to  give  the  subject  his  consideration  and  now,  as 
they  all  knew  he  had  announced  his  intention  of  issuing  a  General  Order 
to  put  an  end  to  the  anomaly,  so  that  in  future  the  Medical  Officers  of 
parishes  would  be  permanently  elected,     [oheers.]     With  regard  to  the 
Superannuation  question  he  (Dr.  Dudfield)  had  felt  very  strongly  that 
there  was  little  hope  of  the  Bill  passing  if  opposed  by  the  Poor-law  Board, 
and  therefore  he  had  drawn  up  the  resolution  which  was  so  well  moved 
by  Dr.  Macmillan,  of  Hull,  and  so  ably  seconded  by  Dr.  Dixon  at  the  last 
quarterly  meeting ;  and  subsequently,  in  the  memorial  to  the  President 
requesting  his  support  of  the  measure,  he  had  briefly  stated  the  grounds 
upon  wliich  the  Bill  appeared  to  him  to  deserve  to  pass.    [Hear,  hear.] 
They  all  knew  the  result.    The  President  supported  the  second  reading, 
and  a  triumphant  majority  of  111  sealed  its  success.   [Cheers.]  They  had 
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cause  to  thank  the  President  for  this  decided  step  to  which,  making  all 
due  allowance  for  the  ability  and  eloquence  with  which  the  measure  was 
supported  by  their  own  more  immediate  friends  in  the  House,  and  for  the 
intrinsic  justice  of  the  case,  its  success  must  be  ascribed.  [Cheers.]  And 
here  he  might  be  permitted  to  say — and  he  felt  he  should  still  represent 
the  feeling  of  the  meeting— that  there  was  nothing  in  the  objects  or  in 
the  policy  of  the  Association  in  any  way  antagonistic  to  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  [Loud  cheers.]  He  would  go  beyond  this  and  say  that  there  was 
nothing  further  from  the  views  or  feelings  of  the  members  generally  than 
anything  like  hostility  or  unfriendliness  towards  the  Guardians.  [Cheers.] 
For  himself  he  had  always  felt  that  it  was  sound  policy  to  conciliate  the 
constituted  authorities  while  pressing  with  firmness  the  necessity  of  reforms. 
In  that  spirit  he  had  acted,  and  in  that  sense  he  had  drawn  up  the 
reports  of  Council  during  the  last  four  years,  all  of  which  had  been  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Association.  Had  the  Association  been  actuated 
by  any  different  sentiment,  he  would  have  been  but  a  bad  representative 
at  the  best.  [Cheers.]  The  tone  of  the  meeting  was  of  a  congratulatory 
character — and  not  without  reason.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  might,  therefore,  be 
permitted  to  express  his  opinion,  that  the  Metropolitan  members  had 
reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  Poor-Law  Inspectors  [hear,  hear],  as  he 
was  convinced,  and  not  he  only,  but  the  entire  Council,  that  it  was  the  wish 
and  endeavour  of  both  those  gentlemen  to  place  the  medical  service  upon 
a  satisfactory  footing,  to  do  what  was  right  by  the  Medical  Oflficers  and 
remove,  so  far  as  they  were  able,  all  ground  for  complaint.  [Cheers.]  If 
the  same  spirit  animated  the  Inspectors  throughout  the  country  generally 
great  good  would  result,  and  the  grievances  of  the  Medical  Officers  would 
soon  become  a  thing  of  the  past.  [Cheers.]  Having  said  what  the 
policy  of  the  Association  was  not,  he  would  briefly  state  what  he  deemed  it 
to  be,  viz.,  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  public,  the  Guardians,  the  Poor 
Law  Board,  and  the  Legislature  the  wisdom  and  the  necessity  of  making 
liberal  arrangements  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  which,  of  course, 
included  adequate  payment  of  the  Medical  OflScers.  [Cheers.]  After  all, 
the  question  resolved  itself  into  one  of  political  economy.  [Hear,  hear.] 
Their  efforts  had  been  so  far  successful  that  they  had  attracted  general 
attention  to  the  question  of  medical  relief,  and  the  discussions  which  had 
taken  place  at  their  meetings,  and  the  comments  of  the  press,  had  been 
the  means  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  and  securing  the 
passing  of  some  beneficial  measures.  [Cheers.]  It  must  be  remembered 
that  in  this  country  every  question  was  ultimately  settled  by  public 
opinion  [hear,  hear],  and  it  was  only  by  convincing  the  ratepayers  of  the 
soundness  of  their  views  that  they  could  enable  the  constituted  authorities 
— the  Poor  Law  Board  and  the  Guardians,  through  whose  agency,  after 
all,  reforms  must  be  secured,  to  carry  out  those  views.  [Hear,  hear.]  In 
conclusion,  he  said  that  it  was  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  Association 
had  been  founded  and  its  work  mainly  carried  on  by  gentlemen  who  were 
tolerably  comfortable  in  respect  of  their  oflicial  position,  the  best  evidence 
which  he  could  offer  of  the  disinterestedness  of  the  motives  by  which  they 
were  actuated.    [Loud  cheers.] 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Montague  Thomas,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Benson  Baker  moved  the  following  resolution : 

"  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  the  [Local  Secretaries  for  their  great  services 
on  behalf  of  the  Association,  in  the  several  counties  of  England  and  Wales."  (Cheers.) 

He  said  he  was  sure  the  resolution  would  meet  with  the  unanimous  and 
hearty  support  of  that  meeting.  Those  who  knew  anything  of  association- 
work  knew  well  to  what  a  very  large  extent  success  depended  on  the 
energy  and  intelligence  of  the  Secretaries.  In  London  they  were  most 
fortunate  in  having  two  of  the  best  Secretaries  that  could  possibly  belong 
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to  any  Association.    [Cheers.]    The  Local  Hon.  Secretaries,  about  70  in 
number,  had  also  rendered  great  services.   They  were  the  recruiting 
officers  o£  the  Association.    (Hear,  hear.)    The  Association  might  feel 
proud  that  it  had  such  officers  in  every  county  in  England  aud  VVaLes, 
willing  to  spend  time  and  exert  personal  influence  in  making  known  the 
objects  they  had  in  view,  and  obtaining  recruits.    (Cheers.)  rhrough 
their  instrumentality  the  Association  numbered  900  influential  Poor  Law 
Officers.    (Cheers.)    Though  the  Local  Hon.  Secretaries  had  done  much, 
and  for  that  they  were  wUling  to  give  them  a  paean  of  praise,  it  was 
right  to  remember,  even  in  the  hour  of  triumph,  that  that  much  remained 
to  be  done.    (Hear,  hear.)    More  than  2,000  Medical  officers  yet  remained 
to  be  pressed  into  the  service,  a  service  which  had  done  much  and 
would  yet  do  more  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the  Poor  Law  system, 
whether  the  burden  fell  unjustly  on  the  poor,  the  ratepayer,  or  the 
doctor.    (Hear,  hear.)    It  could  not  be  too  widely  known,  nor  too  often 
insisted  upon,  that  the  Association  existed  to  expose  abuses  and  to  suggest 
remedies  that  should  be  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  for  the  good  of  the 
Commonwealth.    (Hear,  hear.)    If  they  had  urged  that  dispensaries 
should  be  established  and  that  drugs  should  be  found,  it  was  because  they 
felt  that  under  present  arrangements  they  were  unable  to  relieve  suflEering 
and  cure  disease,  as  they  knew  they  could  and  ought  to  do.  (Cheers.) 
They  knew  that  a  lessened  duration  of  sickness  must  be  the  truest  economy 
to  the  ratepayer,  was  the  right  of  the  poor,  and  the  best  thing  for  the  doctor. 
This  they  hoped  to  accomplish  through  the  united  efforts  of  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers  and  Boards  of  Guardians,  for  their  interests  were  iden- 
tical.   (Cheers.)    With  the  vote  of  thanks  he  begged  to  associate  the 
names  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Smith,  of  Hay  Brecon,  and  Dr.  Clarke,  of  Leicester, 
both  of  whom  had  come  to  the  meeting  at  considerable  inconvenience  to 
prove,  if  that  were  necessary,  the  warm  interest  they  took  in  the  subject 
of  Poor  Law  administration.    (Cheers.)    Those  gentlemen  had  been  very 
successful  recruiting  officers,  and  he  could  not  do  better  than  wish  the 
Association  the  continuance  of  their  valuable  services,  and  the  addition 
of  many  more  like  them.  (Cheers.) 
The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Richakds. 

The  Chairman,  in  putting  the  motion,  which  was  carried  unanimously, 
remarked  that  Local  Secretaries  did  the  Association  much  service  by 
obtaining  the  insertion  in  the  local  journals  of  reports  of  cases  showing 
the  necessity  for  the  Medical  Officers'  claims  and  position  being  fairly 
considered ;  and  by  that  means  bringing  home  to  the  guardian  class  in 
the  rural  districts  the  true  features  of  Medical  Poor  relief. 

Dr.  Clarke  (of  Leicester),  on  behalf  of  the  Honorary  Local  Secretariep, 
begged  to  thank  the  meeting  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  it  had  passed 
the  vote  of  thanks  for  their  services.    Those  services,  he  could  truly  say, 
had  been  a  pleasure,  and  when  he  considered  how  trivial  they  had  been 
compared  with  those  which  their  Secretaries  in  London  had  rendered,  he 
felt  that  their  claim  for  thanks  was  but  small.    In  reference  to  their 
duties  and  the  remarks  made  thereon,  he  was  of  opinion  they  could  never 
do  better  than  insist  on  the  fact  that,  as  an  Association,  they  were  not 
antagonistic  to  boards  of  guardians  [cheers],  and  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerded  he  could  truly  assert  that  he  had  always  received  the  greatest  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  Leicester  Board.    [Hear,  hear.]  He 
believed  also  he  was  correct  in  asserting  that  all  the  Poor  Law  Medical 
Officers  in  the  town  of  Leicester  were  well  satisfied  with  their  position. 
But  great  mequalities  prevailed  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
owing  to  those  both  the  sick  poor  and  the  Medical  Officers  laboured  under 
great  injustice.    This  was  no  doubt  the  result  of  ignorance  of  the  true 
causes  of  the  increase  of  pauperism  which  this  Association  was  bringing 
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to  light.  It  also  ftrose  from  a  misunderstanding  and  a  want  of^  ex- 
perience of  the  hardships  and  sacrifices  which  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers 
had  constantly  to  undergo.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  considered,  therefore,  it 
was  the  duty  of  those  who  were  better  oif  in  the  service,  or  whose  position 
as  medical  men  enabled  them  to  do  so,  to  help  those  who  were  unfor- 
tunately placed ;  and  so  promote  the  objects  of  an  As.sociation  which 
desired  to  secure  alike  the  efficient  treatment  of  the  sick  poor  on  right 
principles,  and  such  an  equitable  remuneration  for  the  Poor  Law  Medical 
Officer  as  would  enable  him  faithfully  to  do  his  duty.  [Cheers.] 

Mr.  J.  E.  Smith,  of  Hay  Brecon,  also  returned  thanks  for  the  honour 
the  meeting  had  done  the  Hon.  Local  Secretaries  in  mentioning  their 
small  services  in  such  flattering  terms.  He  was  aware  of  many  short- 
comings, on  his  own  part,  but  trusted  that  the  encouragement  of  this  great 
meeting,  which  he  had  come  nearly  200  miles  to  attend,  would  inspire  him 
with  more  zeal  and  energy  for  the  future.  (Cheers.)  It  was  somewhat  dis- 
heartening to  write  to  gentlemen,  and  to  send  them  important  documents 
and  other  communications  and  get  no  acknowledgement  or  reply.  There 
were  several  reasons  for  this  apparent  apathy.  Many  union  doctors  were 
so  hard  woi'ked  that  they  had  not  time  or  inclination  for  anything  but 
what  concerned  their  own  practice.  Others  had  known  so  many  attempts 
of  this  sort  end  in  failure  that  they  despaired  of  anything  being  done, 
and  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  present  organisation. 
Formerly,  these  attempts  were  made  by  the  gigantic  efforts  of  single 
individuals — now  they  had  a  powerful  united  body  of  earnest  and  intelli- 
gent men,  aided  by  others  high  in  position  and  influence.  (Cheers.)  But 
of  this,  and  matters  in  general,  it  would  be  out  of  place  for  him  to  say 
much.  He  would,  however,  with  their  permission,  refer  briefly  to  his  own 
experience  on  another  subject.  He  had  a  district  of  the  Hay  Union, 
part  in  Wales  and  part  in  Herefordshire,  and  the  workhouse.  He  lived 
in  the  town  of  Hay,  which  was  not  in  his  district,  though  that  extendetl  on 
both  sides  of  him,  commencing  about  200  yards  from  his  house.  Thci'e 
was  no  place  in  the  whole  district  that  any  medical  man  would  ever 
settle  in  if  he  wished  to  make  a  living,  and  he  could  nowhere  be  better 
situated  for  visiting  the  district.  Yet,  though  repeatedly  applied  to  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Poor  Law  Board  steadily  refused  to  make  his 
appointment  permament.  Again,  the  district  was  so  thinly  populated 
that  he  often  went  over  20  miles  to  find  only  two  or  three  children  to 
vaccinate.  Yet  the  Board  only  allowed  the  maximum  fee  of  3s.  above 
two  miles,  which  was  undoubtedly  intended  by  the  Legislature  for  thicklj'- 
populated  places  where  a  man  would  vaccinate  50  or  100  cases  on  a 
journey.  (Hear,  hear.)  Another  evil  was  the  unwillingness  of  people  to 
send  their  children  ;  and  as  his  Board  had  never  prosecuted  any  one,  the 
Medical  Officers  suffered  from  their  negligence.  There  ought  to  be  a 
paid  prosecutor  in  every  district,  as  there  was  in  Scotland,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  look  after  this  matter.  After  a  few  observations  on  the  bene- 
ficial results  of  meetings  like  that,  in  promoting  social  intercourse  and 
esjml  de  corps,  he  concluded  by  once  more  thanking  them  for  so  hand- 
somely recognizing  the  services  of  himself  and  his  co-Local  Secretaries. 
(Cheers.) 

Dr.  Dixon  wished  to  sny  a  few  words  before  the  official  business  was 
concluded.  He  had  not  attended  with  any  idea  of  making  a  speech,  or 
proposing  a  resolution  ;  but  a  circumstance  had  been  alluded  to  which  he 
could  not  .«uffcr  to  pass  over  in  silence.  He  referred  to  the  contemplated 
resignation  of  Dr.  Dudfield,  of  which  he  had  heard  with  great  regret. 
[Cheers.]  He  believed  that  every  Member  of  the  Council,  and  everyone 
who  had  been  brought  into  contact  with  Dr.  Dudfield  in  connection  with 
the  business  of  the  Association  had  admired  his  tact  and  unwearied 
energy,  and  been  gratified  with  the  kindness  and  courtesy  which  he  had 
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,..wnys  exhibited.    [Loud  cheers.]     TFe  bog,'.^d  to  move  the  following 
resoliil  ion  : 

"That  this  meeting  has  hoard  with  groat  regret  of  Dr.  Dudlield's  intent  ioii  to  v  s  ■  m 
the  olHce  of  Secretary,  and  dtssiies  to  express  its  deep  eenso  of  the  awi''.v 
energy  which  he  has  at  all  times  brought  to  hear  on  the  interests  ot  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  which  have  so  largely  contributod  to  its  prosperity  and  mllnenoc. 
[Cheors.] 

Tlic  resolution  wris  se.ionded  by  Mr.  Matiikws,  of  Hor.sh.im,  .supported 
in  eulogistic  terms  by  Ur.  r.urcliell,  iMr.  J'.onsou  Baker,  Dr.  Welch,  and 
other.s,  and  carried  by  acclamation,  great  regret  being  expressed  l>y  all 
the  speakers  at  the  prospect  of  the  Association  losing  the  services  of  Dr. 
Dudfiold,  who  had  taken  so  prominent  a  part  in  its  foundation,  organ- 
i.sation,  and  labours. 

Dr.  DuDViKLD,  whose  rising  was  greeted  with  cheers,  thanked  Dr.  Dixon 
for  the  very  tlatlering  terms  in  which  he  had  proposed  this  most  nne.x- 
pected  resolution;  and  the  meeting  for  the  gratifying  way  in  which  it 
had  been  received.  He  said  that  the  duties  of  the  office  made  greater 
calls  upon  his  time  than  his  other  avocations,  public  and  private,  allowed 
him  to  bestow  upon  them.  'i"he  labour  of  organising  and  carrying  on 
so  large  an  Association  was  great,  and  it  fell,  of  necessity,  upon  the  Se- 
cretaries. He  had  had  correspondents  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
this  alone  entailed  very  heavy  labour  at  times.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had 
given  his  willing  services  for  four  years.  The  Association,  when  he 
called  the  fir^t  meeting  in  June,  186G,  comprised  2G  members.  Now,  in 
round  numbers,  it  was  000  strong;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  had 
done  good  work,  and  had  achieved,  in  principle  at  least,  several  of  the 
objects  f(  r  which  it  was  established.  He  thanked  his  colleagues  in  Council 
for  the  generous  confidence  they  had  always  placed  in  him — and  the 
Association  generally  for  the  manner  in  which  at  the  public  meetings 
they  had  recognised  his  services  by  endorsing  his  reports.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Sleman,  (Tavistock,)  wished  to  make  a  few  observations  with 
regard  to  the  union  with  which  he  was  connected,  to  illustrate  the  present 
inetpialities  of  payment  of  Medical  Officers,  more  particularly  in  tho.se 
Unions  where  the  medical  extras  were  commuted.  He  said  if  they 
examined  the  statistics  of  121  agricultural  unions  in  England,  smaller  in 
area  than  the  Tavistock  Union,  with  less  population  and  with  Medical 
llelicf  varying  in  amount  from  £401  to  ±955  per  antmm,  they  would  obtain 
the  following  results  . — 

Acreage.   Population.   Out-door  Relief.   Medical  Relief. 
Average  of  121  Unions,   84112       20153        £7082  9.s.         £ry^r)  is. 

Tavistock,  158507       352G5        £7570  10s.        £258  Os. 
Thus  the  average  payment  in  the  121  Unions  was  actually  more  than 
double  that  of  Tavistock,  totally  irrespective  of  Area  and  Population. 

If  they  examined  the  three  Unions  in  England,  which  were  as  large 
as  Tavistock,  with  that  union,  they  would  obtain  the  following  results — 

Area  in  Acres.     Population.   Out-dnor  Relief.   Medical  Relief. 
Union  No.  432        183104  34291  £7158  £536 

431        170708  33127  9943  523 

433        105473  33759  10009  508 

Tavistock        158567  35205  7507  258 

Examination  of  smaller  Agricultural  Unions  still  fin'thcr  illustrated  the 
lowncss  of  the  salaries  in  the  Tavi.stock  Union.  Let  them  comi)arc  No.  74 
with  a  District  of  the  Tavtstock  Union.  'J'he  comparison  woulil  be  found 
very  striking. 

Population.       Area  in  .\crc?.        Medical  Hchef. 
Union  No.  74  5437  46785  £310 

Milton  Abbot  District ) 

Tavistock  Union )  5194  47010  43 
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He  would  now  compare  another  of  the  Districts  of  the  Tavistock 
Union  with  41a. 

Population.  Acerage,  Medical  ReUef. 

No.  4lA  1994  12710  ^102    0  0 

Lewtrencbard  District } 

Tavistock  Union  f  2370  11898  £18  16  8 

If  the  surgeons  of  the  Tavistock  Union  had  been  paid  on  the  same  scale 
as  those  of  the  121  agricultural  unions  referred,  to  during  the  last  20  years 
they  would  have  received  £5,500  more  than  had  been  paid  to  them. 
[Hear,  hear.]  Passing  now  from  these  discrepancies  to  the  more  general 
question  he  would  ask  was  it  not  time  for  the  Poor  Law  Board  to  con- 
sider whether  in  the  provinces  things  ought  to  be  allowed  to  remain  as 
they  were?  [Hear,  hear.]  During  his  journey  from  the  West  of  Englnnd 
he  had  perused  the  22nd  annual  report  of  the  Board  and  found  under  the 
head  of  medical  relief  many  interesting  statements  in  the  returns  relating 
to  the  125  provincial  unions.  It  appeared  that  in  Leeds  the  guardians 
sent  cases  of  fever,  measles,  and  small  pox  to  the  "  house  of  recoverj'^,"  and 
paid  12s.  3d.  per  week  for  each  case ;  and  further,  the  Board  subscribed 
to  six  hospitals.  At  Taunton  the  guardians  subscribed  £60  per  annum 
to  the  Taunton  hospital.  The  Tavistock  union  subscribed  £4  4s.,  and  the 
Totness  union  subscribed  £37  10s.  to  similar  institutions.  These  Unions 
being  about  the  same  size  further  illustrated  the  ineqiuality  in  dis- 
paragement of  Medical  Officers.  Subscriptions  of  this  kind  were  very 
natural  when  the  extras  were  commuted,  but  unjust  if  otherwise.  In 
August,  1867,  he  wrote  to  the  Poor  Law  Board  on  this  very  subject, 
and  was  in  reply  informed  that  the  representations  and  suggestions 
made  should  receive  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Board.  In  June, 
1857,  Mr.  Bouverie  stated  that  "  when  the  remuneration  was  extremely 
low  tlie  Poor  Law  Board  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  a  violent 
contest  with  Boards  of  Guardians."  Since  that  period  certain  expensive 
medicines  have  been  provided  by  the  Guardians  in  some  unions,  an 
admission  that  the  salaries  were  too  low  to  enable  the  union  surgeons 
to  provide  necessary  medicines.  This  admission  ought  to  lead  to  a  re- 
vision of  the  salaries.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  found  that  of  the  increase  of 
Medical  Officers'  salaries  referred  to  in  the  22nd  annual  report  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board,  amounting  to  £9,839,  £713  13s.  only  was  enjoyed 
by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Devon  ;  a  county  which,  according  to  the 
census  of  1861,  had  a  population  of  594,436,  and  which  during  the 
past  year  exhil)ited  an  increase  of  poor  relief  of  £2,662.  [Hear,  hear.] 
The  late  debate  on  the  Medical  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill  proved 
that  many  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officers  were  inadequate  ;  and  it  was 
cheering  to  note  that  some  had  become  aware  that  it  was  to  a  consider- 
able extent  a  ratepayers'  question,  as  insufficient  salaries  and  delayed  and 
stinted  medical  relief  tended  to  prolong  disease,  and  thus  conduced  to 
pauperism.  They  might  therefore  hope  that  the  House  of  Commons  would 
see  the  propriety  of  reforming  the  state  of  things  he  had  described, 
lie  begged,  befoye  he  sat  down,  to  move  the  following  resolution. 

"  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  the  OfiScers  and  Council  for  their  services 
durii  g  the  past  year,  and  to  the  Pretidtnt  ior  his  conduct  in  the  chair."  [Cheers.] 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Tweddell  (Houghton-le-Spring, 
Durham),  carried  by  acclamation,  and  duly  acknowledged  by  the  Pre- 
sident. 

The  meeting  then  broke  u]), 
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After  a  brief  interval  the  company  to  the  number  of  seventy,  and  in- 
cluding all  the  Members  of  Parliament  previously  named,  sat  down  to  a 
sumptuous 

DINNER, 

which  was  served  in  the  Crown  banqucttiug  room.  The  cloth  having 
been  removed,  the  Chairman,  amid  laughter  and  cheers,  proposed  the 
loyal  toasts  conjointly,  saying  that  Her  Majesty  would  never  desire  to  be 
separated  from  her  children.  This  toast,  and  the  patriotic  toasts,  were 
received  with  the  warmest  expi-essions. 

Captain  Jones -Parry,  M.P.,  acknowledged  the  toast  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Volunteers,  and  said  that  there  were  only  two  instances  re- 
corded of  the  British  forces  having  been  conquered — one  instance  being 
when  Julius  Ctesar  came  to  these  islands,  the  other  when  William  the 
First  made  his  descent ;  but  in  both  those  instances  the  forces  were  not 
organised,  while  now  they  formed  a  body  who  were  heart  and  soul  ready 
for  defence.  [Cheers.] 

The  Chairman  said  the  next  toast  he  had  the  honour  of  proposing  was 
one  which  the  members  of  the  Association  would  receive  with  the  greatest 
pleasure,  for  it  was  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  that  House,  of  which 
nine  members  were  present  that  evening  [cheers]  had  shown  a  great 
desire  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  medical  profession.  A  tenth  member 
of  Parliament  was  expected  in  Mr.  Corrance,  but  a  letter  had  been 
received  from  him  pleading  indisposition  as  a  reason  for  his  absence.  The 
present  House  of  Commons  favourably  contrasted  from  a  medical  point  of 
view  with  any  preceding  House,  not  only  because  it  had  a  greater  number 
of  gentlemen  in  it  associated  with  scientific  pursuits  than  at  any  other 
time,  but  because  there  were  several  members  of  the  profession  itself. 
[Cheers.]  As  now  the  Irish  Land  question  was  passing  away  by  legisla- 
tion to  the  same  condition  as  the  Irish  Church  question,  and  the  Educa- 
tion question  was  also  becoming  a  question  of  the  past,  a  clear  stage  would 
be  presented  for  trotting  out  such  questions  as  those  in  which  the  medical 
profession  were  vitally  interested.  He  did  hope  that  the  sanitary  laws, 
the  amendment  of  the  Poor  Laws,  and  the  matter  of  Medical  Poor  Belief 
would  receive  consideration  among  other  questions,  and  he  was  sure  that 
dealing  with  them  fairly  and  fully  would  redound  to  the  credit  of  the 
conj^unity  at  large  and  to  the  honour  of  the  country.  There  were  pre- 
sent Members  of  Parliament  who  were  also  members  of  the  profession, 
but  others  had  shown  interest  in  the  medical  profession,  and  had  given 
assistance.  To  the  Right  Hon.  E.  8.  Gordon,  the  late  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  the  Association  was  deeply  indebted  for  his  speech  on  the 
Superannuation  Bill ;  and  he,  with  Dr.  John  Brady,  had  given  an  impetus 
to  a  motion  which  could  not  now  stop  but  must  go  on.  [Cheers.]  He 
coupled  the  toast  with  the  names  of  the  llight  Hon.  Edw.  S.  Grordon,  M.P. 
and  Sir  John  Gray,  M.P. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  all  the  honours. 

Mr.  Gordon,  after  thanking  the  company  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
toast  had  been  responded  to,  said  he  could  not  conceal  from  himself  the 
fact  that  among  his  constituents  were  great  numbers  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, and  he  could  not  but  be  obliged  to  this  Association  for  the  recog- 
nition they  had  accorded  to  his  services,  and  the  service  of  other  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  in  their  endeavour  to  help  those  oppressed  members 
of  a  noble  profession— the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers.  [Cheers.]  He 
believed  the  feeling  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  that  justice  must  be 
done  to  the  medical  profession.  [Hear,  hear.]  They  would  give  him 
credit  for  knowing  something  about  the  questions  connected  with  the 
medical  profe.ssiou  for  he  was  a  member  of  that  body  in  Scotland  which 
was  analogous  with  the  Poor  Law  Board  of  England;  and  he  was 
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ashamed  to  sec  the  miserable  stipends  paid  to  men  of  that  profession  in 
return  for  important  services.  [Hear.]  It  was  impossible  for  that  ]>oard 
to  pay  more;  but  he  believed  that  attention  was  being  diiccted  to  the 
condition  of  medical  men,  and  he  trusted  that  remedies  would  be  found 
for  existing  evils.  [Cheers.]  He  looked  forward  to  attempts  being  made 
next  se.«.sion  to  improve  the  sanitary  laws,  and  he  took  credit  to  himself 
for  doing  something  in  that  direcl  ion  in  giving  supplies  of  water  to  towns; 
and  though  he,  as  a  riparian  pioprictor,  was  one  of  the  lirst  victims  of 
his  own  act,  he  believed  the  measure  he  referred  to  would  be  a  very 
beneficial  one  to  the  community  for  which  it  was  made.  [Cheers.]  He 
had,  he  confessed,  a  personal  interest  in  the  profession,  as  his  brother  was 
a  member  of  it,  and  was  Uepuly-Inspector  of  Hosjfilals  in  India ;  and  his 
sympathies  had  been  enli.sted  frequently  on  evidence  which  had  con- 
vinced him  of  the  great  injustice  which  was  often  shown  the  jirof e.s.sion . 
He  felt  convinced  the  House  of  Commons  would  do  anything  which 
could  fairly  be  done  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  medical  men, 
[Cheers.] 

Sir  JouN  Gray  said  he  accepted  the  association  of  his  name  with  the 
toast  as  a  great  compliment.  Though  he  had  the  like  sympatliy  with  the 
profession  which  the  late  Lord  Advoeate  had  expressed,  yet  his  sympathy 
arose  from  a  different  cause,  for  he  had  the  honour  of  being  himself  p 
member  of  it.  [Cheers.]  When  he  selected  that  profession,  contrary  to 
the  wish  of  his  friends,  he  did  so  because  he  looked  upon  it  as  the  most 
honourable  of  all  professions,  and  he  still  felt  towards  it  the  same  love, 
the  same  sympathy,  and  the  same  devotion,  for  he  regarded  it  as  one  of  the 
most  humanising  of  all  the  studies  in  which  men  could  engage.  [Cheers.] 
He  desired  to  express  his  thanks  to  the  late  Lord  Advocate  for  his 
sanitary  measures,  and  for  himself  he  could  say  he  was  striving  to  do  fnr 
the  waters  of  Dublin  what  had  been  done  for  the  Thames,  and  he  was 
endeavouring  to  improve  the  education  of  those  who  purposed  entering  the 
profession.  [Cheers.]  He  had  directed  public  attention  to  this  matter 
of  medical  education,  and  he  had  forced  the  Government  to  give  it 
consideration.  He  went  on  to  explain  the  reasons  which  had  actuated 
him  in  taking  this  course  ;  and  he  related  that  when  training  as  a  medical 
student,  he  gave  so  much  attention  to  certain  branches  of  his  medical 
education  as  to  totally  neglect  other  matters  and  being  suddenly  called 
upon  to  undergo  an  examination,  he  "crammed  "  so  succes.sfully  that  he 
not  only  passed  in  matters  of  which  he  had  no  practical  knowledge,  but 
he  was  congratulated  by  his  examiners.  He  never,  he  s^aid,  ucted  upon 
the  powers  given  him  by  this  examination,  but  studied  afresh,  and  he  had 
used  his  best  exertions  since  to  require  from  the  candidates  for  the  Medical 
profession  proof  that  they  had  practical  acquaintance  with  disease,  and 
were  capable  of  dealing  with  human  pjain  before  bcii^g  empowered  to 
practice  on  the  human  frame,  and  such  proof,  he  said  could  only  be  gi\cn 
at  the  bed-side.  He  proceeded  to  speak  upon  the  importance  of  having 
but  one  standard  examination  by  all  the  examining  bodies,  for  then,  he 
said,  one  degree  would  be  as  good  as  another,  and  everyone  woidd  then 
know  what  a  degree  meant,  which  was  not  clear  now,  and  the  public 
would  then  know  that  a  man  who  could  call  himself  a  licentiate  of  a 
medical  body,  would  be  capable  of  dealing  with  the  ills  which  flesh  is 
heir  to.  He  thought  that  this  equality  of  standard  would  raise  the  pro- 
fession in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  that  public  bodies  having  need  of 
the  medical  man  would  then  no  longer  be  able  to  treat  the  profession 
otherwise  than  honourably,  thus  causing  tho.se  miserable  stipends,  of 
which  mention  had  been  made,  to  be  known  no  more.  [Cheers.] 

The  Chairman  .said  it  was  now  his  privilege  to  propose  the  toast  of  the 
evening— Success  to  the  Fcor-Law  Medical  Officers'  Association.  [Cheers.] 
He  said  the  Association  commenced  with  26  members,  at  the  end  of  the 
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SGcoutl  year  had  reached  80  ;  and  then  coalescing  with  Richard  Griftin  s 
Association,  started  two  years  ago  with  300.    At  the  last  meeting  there 
were  800  rnernbens  and  since  then  120  gentlemen  had  joined,  forming  an 
association  spread  over  the  country,  from  Northumberland  to  the  Land's 
End.     8ince  its  formation,  the  Association  had  strenuously  advocated 
certain  objects,  the  first  of  which,  life  appointments  for  all  Poor  Law 
Medical  Olticers,  had  been  conceedetl  by  Mi:  Goschen,  who  had  signified 
his  intention  of  issuing  a  general  order  to  effect  this.    The  second  was  to 
obtain  entire,  instead  of  partial  payment  of  salaries  from  the  consolidated 
fund.    This  was  advocated  because  the  incidence  of  local  taxation  was 
such  that  large  portions  of  the  community  escaped  altogether  from  pay- 
ment, whilst  those  who  were  obliged  to  contribute,  did  so  on  unequal 
terms.    Then,  again,  pauperism  was  now  so  migratory,  that  it  was  year 
by  year  ceasing  to  be  wholly  parochial,  and  evincing  an  increasing  dis- 
jiosition  to  aggregate  in  large  I  owns  to  the  relief  of  the  country  dii-tricts. 
Moreover,  the  diseases  of  the  poor  could  not  be  wholly  localised,  for  an 
epidemic  starting  from  a  district  where  sanitary  rcfpiirements  were  dis- 
regarded, might  spread  like  a  wave  over  a  large  extent  of  country  to 
where  those  requirements  were  regarded.    It  was  advocated  also,  because 
the  Central  Administration  would  be  more  likely  to  put  the  stipends  on  a 
satisfactory  footing  than  a  local  authority  would;  and  then  the  results  so 
disastrous  to  the  interests  of  the  community  which  had  arisen  from  the  false 
and  niggardly  economy  in  which  local  authorities  had  made  their  arrange- 
arrangements  for  mctlical  relief  would  be  determined.    [Hear.]  The 
As.sociation  al.<o  desired  that  all  drugs  and  medical  appliances  should  be 
provided,  otherwise  than   by  the  medical  officers,  and  it   urged  the 
cstabli.shnicnt  of  dispensaries  in  suitable   localities,  on   the  principle 
adopted  in  Ireland  during  the  last  eighteen  years,  with  the  happiest 
results  to  the  health  and   wealth  of  the  community.    [Hear.]  The 
fourth,  object  of   the   A.ssociation-- the   superannuation   allowance  for 
medical   officers    had   been   conceded   by   the    House   of  Commons. 
[Cheers.]      The  fifth   object   of    the    Association   was   to   have  the 
area  ami  population  limited  to  the  extent  defined  in  the  consolidated 
orders  of  the  Toor-l.aw  Board,  namely,  tliat  the  population  shall  not 
exceed  L5,000,  nor  the  area  of  a  district  15,000  statute  acres.    Had  these 
orders  ever  been  enforced  the  reduction  of  the  staff  at  llirmingham, 
whereby  each  medical  officer  had  a  district  of  4-5,000  persons  a.^signed 
him  would  not  have  been  permitted,  and  from  investigations  which  he 
had  made,  he  found  (hat  there  were  583  districts  which  exceeded  15,000 
statute  acres,  and  7o  districts  in  Wales  extending  seven  miles  from  the 
Medical  Officer's  re.~  dence ;  120  districts  exceeding  i5,000  persons  in 
each  ;  G27  districts  hold  by  291  Medical  Officers,  and  200  Medical  Officers 
who  attended  from  1,000  to  10,000  patients  aniuially  ;  giving  altogether 
1,378  appoint nients  contrary  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board.    He  contended  that  these  figures  absolutely  disposed  of  the  para- 
graph in  the  report  of  the  8elect  Committee  of  1801,  stating  that  "  there 
are  no  sufficient  grounds  for  materially  interfering  with  the  present 
.system  of  medical  relief,  which  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be  aclminis- 
tered  with  general  advantage."    Ho  had  instituted  incjuiries  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  poor  to  pay  for  medical  relief,  and  he  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  much  ignorance  on  this  point,  for  the  average 
earnings  of  the  labouring  classes  were  insuflicent  to  enable  them  to  pay 
for  medical  necessaries,  and  the  provision  in  benefit  clubs  for  medical 
attendance  was  almost  entirely  limite  1  to  the  head  of  the  family.  To 
show  the  imporLancc  of  a  modified  and  more  efficient  .system  of  medical 
relief,  he  quoted  from  the  last  report  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  to  the  effect 
that  ot  1,085,000  paupers,  T  [)er  cent,  only  were  adult  males  destitute  on 
account  of  want  of  work,  while  30  per  cent,  of  the  in-door  and  13  per 
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cent,  of  Uic  out-door  jwor  were  actually  on  the  Medical  OlBcer's  books, 
not  inclutliiig  the  lamilics  dependent  on  the  sick.    Irrespective  of  these 
there  were  vast  numbers  of  old  people  disabled  by  age  or  permanent  dis- 
ability ;  oG  per  cent,  were  children,  many  of  whom  were  orphan.s,  whilst 
death,  absence,  or  desertion  of  the  male  head  of  the  family  accounted 
for  the  rest.    In  16  unions  the  stipends  of  the  Medical  Ufticers  ranged 
from  8d.  to  Is.  per  patient;  in  239  from  Is.  to  3s. ;  in  348  from  os.  to  7s. ; 
in  51  from  7s.  to  16s.  per  patient.    Contra.sting  the  systems  in  England 
and  Ireland,  he  found  the  salaries  in  England,  with  all  drugs  to  find, 
averaged  £49  only;  in  Ireland,  with  nothing  to  find,  £90.    [Hear.]  The 
speaker  then  proceeded  to  show,  by  further  quotations  from  returns,  that 
this  higher  medical  relief  had  led  to  a  vastly  diminished  Poor  Law  ex- 
penditure in  "  poor  Ireland."    Thus  this  Association  had  a  clear  case  to 
go  upon,  for  the  advance  of  their  objects  would  be  incontestablj'  for  the 
public  good ;  and  Dr.  Drady,  who  was  one  of  their  body  [cheers]  had 
been  doing  a  vast  public  service  when  advocating  their  claims  before  the 
House  of  Commons.    [Cheers.]    It  had  been  Dr.  Brady's  good  fortune  to 
rise  above  his  profession  in  the  social  scale,  and  he  had  the  proud  gratifi- 
cation of  conferring  superannuation  allowance  upon  his  brethren  in 
Ireland  nnd  in  England,  and  his  labours  had  been  fully  appreciated. 
[Cheers.]  There  was  another  feature  in  the  case.  When  Dr.  Brady  asked 
the  Council  1o  obtain  for  him  particulars  of  cases  of  distress  among  Poor- 
Law  Medical  Officers  arising  from  the  lowness  of  their  stipends,  and 
their  heavy  work,  and  application  wa.s  made  for  such  cases,  then,  directly, 
letters  came  in  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to  an  extent  which  was  sick- 
ening and  horrifying.    There  was  no  question  that  the  poor  needed  more 
consideration  in  the  provision  of  Medical  Officers  and  medicine,  and  the 
Poor  Law  Medical  Officer  had  a  right  to  expect  that  years  of  labour  with 
the  poor  should  bring  its  reward.  He  had  been  driven  out  of  the  Poor  Law 
Medical  service  for  advocating  these  matters,  but  he  would  continue  to 
advocate  them :  and  in  coupling  the  toast  with  the  name  of  Dr.  Brady, 
he  would  say  that  cabin  and  house  in  Ireland  alike  blessed  that  name,  and 
English  Medical  officers  would  remember  that  it  was  that  of  one  who  had 
raised  his  voice  to  save  them  from  the  possibility  of  spending  their  last 
days  like  the  paupers  they  had  attended.  [Cheers.] 

Dr.  Brady,  after  acknowledging  the  warmth  with  which  the  toast 
had  been  received,  said  he  saw  around  the  table  many  members  of  the 
House  who  powerfully  supported  him,  and  especially  the  learned  late 
Lord  Advocate,  of  Scotland,  who  had  not  only  given  his  earnest  support 
to  the  Superannuation  Bill,  but  had  also  enlisted  his  party  in  its  favoui*. 
[Cheers.]  And  the  profession  would  take  its  natural  and  proper  position 
in  the  rank  of  this  country  if  it  continued  its  efforts.  [Hear.]  That 
meeting  had  gladdened  his  heart,  and  he  rejoiced  at  being  present, 
supported  as  he  was  by  so  many  inembcrs  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  while  thanking  them  for  the  .sympathy  .shown  to  him,  he  promised 
that  Association  that  they  would  succeed  if  they  would  only  labour  on  as 
they  had  done  hitherto,  and  if  they  would  follow  in  the  course  laid  down 
for  them  by  their  Council,  whose  labours  had  been  great  indeed  for 
their  benefit.  Knowing  himself  what  they  had  done,  he  could  inform 
thai  meeting  that  his  own  labours  and  those  of  his  friends  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  would  have  been  without  avail,  without  the  support  of  the 
Council,  for  the  Bill  would  have  been  regarded  as  "  some  medical  measure'' 
—  and  would  never  have  received  a  second  consideration.  Therefore,  the 
profession  owed  his  friend,  Dr.  Kogers,  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Council,  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  they  would  never  be  able  to  pay. 
[Cheers.]  Going  on  to  another  question,  and  referring  to  the  matter 
touched  upon  by  Sir  John  Gray,  that  of  medical  education  and  one 
system  of  qualification,  he  said  the  result  of  attempting  an  alteration  of 
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the  present  defective  system  showed  them  that  they  lived  iu  strange  times, 
and  though  the  advocates  for  a  reform  of  the  system  had  not  yet  succcded  in 
their  efforts,  they  should  still  persevere.  He  held  that  universit'es  should 
not  be  allowed  to  creep  in  and  upset  the  principle  demanded  by  the  wants 
of  the  public  and  for  the  protection  of  the  profession.  He  warned  them 
that  the  want  of  unity  in  the  profession  had  made  them  the  mark  of  perse- 
cution, otherwise  the  demands  made  for  one  system  of  examination  and 
for  other  points,  would  have  been  conceded.  But  the  union  now  existing 
in  the  profession  would  be  a  bar  to  this  maintenance  of  a  power  over 
them,  and  he  had  not  a  scintilla  of  doubt  that  the  measure  now  before  the 
House  could  be  upset,  and  another  brought  in  which  would  elevate  the  pro- 
fession—in  the  opinion  of  the  public.  [Cheers.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  it  was  unjust  and  unwise  on  the  part  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
profession  in  the  country,  that  they  did  not  lend  the  help  of  their  hands  to 
the  sruggling  members  of  the  profession.  He  did  not  see  why  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  College  of  Physicians,  or  the  President  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  was  not  present,  for  there  was  not  a  member  there  who  had 
paid  his  money  at  one  door  for  fees,  and  gone  out  of  the  other,  who  had 
not  the  right  to  look  to  the  support  of  those  institutions,  for  then  these  Med- 
ical questions  would  receive  an  access  of  power  which  no  Government  would 
be  able  to  disregard.  [Cheers.]  He  would  further  say  that  the  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers'  position  was  one  which  demanded  the  highest  sympathy', 
for  the  labours  they  had  performed,  and  did  perform,  called  forth  the 
highest  credit  from  all  clas.ses  and  conditions  of  their  fellow  countrymen. 
[Cheers.]  He  felt  grateful  to  the  Association  for  the  manner  in  which 
his  name  had  been  received,  and  he  trusted  that  the  Association  would  go 
on  gaining  power,  and  would  still  assert  the  right  of  the  whole  profession, 
for  they  were  closely  bound  up  with  the  interests  of  the  community  at 
large.  [Cheers.] 

Dr.  Dixon  then  proposed  "  The  Press,"  coupling  the  toast  with  the 
names  of  Dr.  Stallard,  Mr.  Leslie  Stephen,  and  Mr.  While. 

The  toast  was  acknowledged  by  Dr.  Stallard  and  Mr.  Stephen. 

Dr.  Macnamara,  late  President  of  the  Irish  College  of  Surgeons,  pro- 
posed the  health  of  the  President. 

The  President  acknowledged  the  compliment,  and  the  party  then 
broke  up. 
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Chippenham. 
Spencer 
Crisp 
Snow 
Ludlow 

f  lricklade  and 
Wotton  Bassett. 

Cooper 

Taylor 

Devizes. 

Waylen 

Langdon 

Hitchcock 


West  Ward. 


SHIRE. 

Highioorlh  and 

Sioindon. 
Kennard 

Mdlmesbury 
Jennings 
Marlborough. 

MeU'sham. 
Tayler 

Mere. 
llumscy 
Marshall 

Peivsey. 
Carter 
Fulcher 

Tisbury. 
Green 
Young 
Thompson 
War7ninster, 
Westhury  and 
Whorwellsdown 

Wilton, 
Flower 
Gay 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


Bromsgrovc. 
Kayraond 

Droilwich. 
Leacroft 
Rogers 
Lamb 

Dudley. 
Underhill 
Brown 

Evesham. 
Martin 
Haynes 
New 

Kidder  ?ninstcr. 

Stretton 

Fitch 

King\s  Norton. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  R.  W. 

Hartley. 
Markby 


Per  shore. 
Smith 
Grewcock 
Shipston-on- 
Stour. 

Bratt 
Yelf 

Hitching 
Stubbs 
Stourbridge, 
Tenbury. 
Sweet 

UjJlon'On- 
Severn. 
White 

Wo7-cester. 
JeflEery 
Hill 

Woodward,  W. 
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YORKSHIRE, 

EAST  BIDING. 


Beverley. 
Bridlington. 
Hutcliinson 

Driffield. 
Scotcliburn 

Hoicienn. 
Kingston-upon- 

Eull. 
Macmillan 
Kitching 


Patringion. 
Mc  Mauers 
Pocklivgton. 
Sculcnates. 
Skirlaugh. 
York. 


WEST  RIDING. 


Barnsley. 
Blackburn 
Stawman 
Allott 

Bierley,  N'orth 

Bradford. 
Lecsou 

Bramlei/. 
Dewshxiry. 
Doncaslcr. 
Ecclesnll  Bier^ 
low. 
Goole 
Halifax. 
Garlick 
Elliott 
Crowtlict 
rugh 
Itemsivortlt. 

Ilolbeck. 
IT.uddersfield. 
Clough 
Davidson 

Ttunsld. 
Keighley. 
Kvaresborovg/u 
Biilmer 
Walker 
Trousdale 

Leeds. 
Bcardshaw 
Ijibbcy 
Webb 


Carter 

Hall 

Holmes 

Oaseburn  Gt. 
Barkas 

Paleley  Bridge. 

Penistone. 
^Vard 
Kowley 

Porttefract, 

Ripon, 
Rotherham. 
Hardwickc 
Clarke 
Blythman 
Walker 
SaddlevsortJu 
Hedbergh. 
Swain 
In  man 

Selby. 
Scifie. 

SheJJiekL 
Griffiths 
Leeds 

Bkipton. 

Tadcaster. 
Thome. 

Wakefield. 

Wetl/erhy 
Wl/ar/edale. 

Wort  ley. 
Drew 


Aysgarth. 
Bedale. 
Horsfall 
Easingwold, 


NORTH  RIDING. 

Guishorough. 
Mcrryweather 
Uelmsley. 


Blaclcmoor. 

Ness 

Kirby  Moorside. 
Leyburn. 
Malt  on. 
Lascelles 
NortJtallerton. 
Pichering. 

Reeth. 
Richmond. 


Scarborough. 
Rablah 
Ramsay 

Stokesley. 
Wilson 

Tldrsk. 
Whitby. 
Taylerson 
Yeoman 
Dowell 
Quinton 


WALES. 

ANGLESEY. 

Anglesey.       \  Holyhead. 
BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 


Brecknock. 
North 

OricJchowel. 
Tackctt 


Builth. 
.Hay. 

Smith 
Clouston 


CARDIGANSHIRE. 


Lampeter 
Davies 

Tregaron. 


Aberayron. 
Aberystwyth, 
Cardigan. 

CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

Llandovery, 
Llanelly, 
Humphreys 
iSfeiccastlc-in- 


Oarmarthen. 
Lloyd 
Thomas 
Davies 

Llandilo  Faicr 


Endyn. 
CARNARVONSHIRE. 


Bangor  and 

Beaumaris. 

Carnarvon. 


Conicay. 
Williams,  W.  M. 

Pivllheli. 
Williams,  T. 


DENBIGHSHIRE. 


Llanricst. 
Ruthin. 
Jenkins 

Wrexham. 
Davies 


Dickenson 

Jones 

Roberts 

Price 

Manisty 


FLINTSHIRE. 

Asaph,  Saint  \  llawarden. 
Davies  |  Holyivell. 
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GLAMOKGi^  NbHIRE. 


Bridgend  and 

Cowhridge. 
Bates 

Cardiff. 
Feiincll 
Granger 
Mil  ward 
Jones 

Gower. 


MertJnjr  Tydvil. 


Lcigli 
Jones 
Webster 
Davies 
Prob* 

Noaih. 
Kussell,  J. 
Knssel!^\  M. 

Tont^Jpridd. 
Morgarti. 
Sioansea. 

MERIONETHSHIRE. 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
For  den. 


LlanfylUn. 
Williams 
Edwardes 
Tlioinas 


Bala. 
Hughes 

Oorwen, 


Dolgelly. 
Jones,  K. 

Festiniog. 
Williams 


Machynllelh. 
Giiffiths 

Moni  qomary  and 
^Pool. 
Nmvtowu  and 
Llandiloes. 


PEMBROKESHIRE. 
AiV0-fordv:cst.  I  PonhroJcc. 


Nmherlh. 


C'hater 


RADNORSHIRE. 


Knigldon. 
Covcrntou 
Jones 
Jackman 


Presteigne. 
Rluoyader. 


MEMBERS  UNATTACHED. 


NAME. 

RESIDENCE. 

Allen 

Towcestcr 

Arnold 

Waterbeach  (late  of) 

Baker 

Brentwood 

Blackett 

Southwold 

Brantliwaite 

Heighington 

Bush 

Cor&ham 

Bnsigncy 

Ombcrsley 

Bates 

Worcester 

Chester  man 

Banbury 

Clarkson 

Whitley 

Collett 

Worthing 

Golden 

London 

l)unn 

London 

Edmunds 

Chirk 

Elliott 

Haydon  Bridge 

Fowler,  Bev. 

J.  T.  Hurstpicrpoint 

Fowler,  E. 

London 

Garrett 

London 

GrifBths 

Worcester 

Griffiths 

Mcrthyr  Tydvil 

Gay 

Swindon 

Hobson 

Great  Berkhampstcad 

Hood 

London 

Hubert 

Henicl  Hempstead 

Hiron 

Studley 

NAME. 

lies 

Jones 

Kirk  man 

Luce 

Milncr 

Morris 

Parsons 

Eisdon 

Eogers 

Eopcr 

Euddock 

Rayner,  Junr. 

Sheen 

Skimming 

Slight  ^ 

Smart  fr 

Tiyson 

Vincent 

Warrilow 

Wells 

William 

Wintcrbolham 

Workman 

Williams 


RESIDENCE. 

Wafford 

Saffron  Waldcn 

Reading 

Glastonbury 

Cawood 

East  Bridgford 

Islip 

Dalton 

London 

Exeter 

Leeds 

Uxbridgc 

Cardiffi 
Smarden 
London 
London 

Wath-upon-Deane 

Wells-next-thc-Sea 

Birmingham 

Cillingham 

Haxcy 

Castleton 

Reading 

Talgartli 


August,  1870. 


J.  Wakeiiam,  Pbiktek,  4,  BEDtOED  Tereace,  Chuech  Steeet,  Kensington. 


